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Parker David Robbins, soldier, legislator, and inventor, was born in Bertie County [5], the son of John A. Robbins; his
mother's name is unknown. A mulatto with Chowan Indian ancestors, Robbins was regarded as a free black. He had a
common school education and before the Civil War [3]acquired a 102-acre farm, in part with money earned as a carpenter
and a mechanic. In 1863 he went to Norfolk, Va., and enlisted in the Union army; Robbins attained the rank of sergeant-
major in the Second U.S. Colored Cavalry [6] before his resignation in 1866 due to illness. Returning to his home in
Colerain Township, Bertie County [5], he was one of fifteen blacks elected to the 1868 constitutional convention. He also
was one of nineteen blacks elected to the 1869–70 term in the state house of representatives. The 1870 census recorded
him as a 35-year-old farmer in a household consisting of 29-year-old Elizabeth, presumably his wife, whose occupation
was housekeeper, and a 17-year-old mulatto female whose name is illegible in the manuscript census.

Under the national Republican administration, Robbins was named postmaster of the town of Harrellsville. While holding
this position he invented and secured a patent for a new kind of cotton cultivator and a device to sharpen saws. In 1877,
with the return of Democrats to power, he resigned as postmaster and soon afterwards moved to Duplin County [7], where
he established a sawmill and a cotton gin. While there he built a steamboat, the St. Peter , which plied the Cape Fear
River [8]. He also built some houses in the town of Magnolia.

There is a photograph of Robbins in military uniform in the State Archives, Raleigh [9]. The 1917 death certificate for
Robbins indicates that he was married and that he was buried in his home burial ground.

References:

Census return, 1870, Bertie County; John L. Cheney, Jr., ed., North Carolina Government, 1585–1979 (1981)

Death certificate (North Carolina State Archives, Raleigh)

J. G. de Roulhac Hamilton, Reconstruction in North Carolina (1914)

Thomas C. Parramore, North Carolina: The History of an American State (1983 [portrait])

Additional Resources:

NC Museum of History: https://www.ncmuseumofhistory.org/exhibits/civilwar/explore_section4k.html [10]

North Carolina History Project: http://www.northcarolinahistory.org/encyclopedia/678/entry/ [11]

Image Credits

Parker David Robbins. Raleigh, [N.C.]: NC Museum of History [12], N.C. Dept. of Cultural Resources.
1

https://www.ncpedia.org
https://www.ncpedia.org/
https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/robbins-parker-david
https://ncpedia.org/taxonomy/term/26
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/civil-war
https://www.ncmuseumofhistory.org/exhibits
https://ncpedia.org/geography/bertie
https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/civil-war
http://www.civilwararchive.com/Unreghst/uncolcav.htm
https://ncpedia.org/geography/bertie
https://www.ncpedia.org/geography/duplin
https://www.ncpedia.org/rivers/cape-fear
https://archives.ncdcr.gov/
https://www.ncmuseumofhistory.org/exhibits/civilwar/explore_section4k.html
http://www.northcarolinahistory.org/encyclopedia/678/entry/
https://www.ncmuseumofhistory.org/


 

Subjects: 
American Indians [13]

Biographies [14]

Black and African American People [15]

Civil War (1861-1865) [16]

Military personnel [17]

Public officials [18]

Science, technology, and innovations [19]

Authors: 
Powell, William S. [20]

Origin - location: 
Bertie County [21]

From: 
Dictionary of North Carolina Biography, University of North Carolina Press. [22]

1 January 1994 | Powell, William S.

Source URL:https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/robbins-parker-david

Links
[1] https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/robbins-parker-david [2] https://ncpedia.org/taxonomy/term/26 [3] https://ncpedia.org/category/subjects/civil-war
[4] https://www.ncmuseumofhistory.org/exhibits [5] https://ncpedia.org/geography/bertie [6] http://www.civilwararchive.com/Unreghst/uncolcav.htm [7]
https://www.ncpedia.org/geography/duplin [8] https://www.ncpedia.org/rivers/cape-fear [9] https://archives.ncdcr.gov/ [10]
https://www.ncmuseumofhistory.org/exhibits/civilwar/explore_section4k.html [11] http://www.northcarolinahistory.org/encyclopedia/678/entry/ [12]
https://www.ncmuseumofhistory.org/ [13] https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/american-indian  [14]
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/biography-term [15] https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/african-americans [16]
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/civil-war [17] https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/soldiers [18]
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/public-officials [19] https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/science [20]
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/authors/powell-william-s-0 [21] https://www.ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/coastal-29 [22]
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/dictionary-no

2

https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/american-indian
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/biography-term
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/african-americans
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/civil-war
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/soldiers
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/public-officials
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/science
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/authors/powell-william-s-0
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/coastal-29
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/dictionary-no
https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/robbins-parker-david
https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/robbins-parker-david
https://www.ncpedia.org/geography/duplin
https://www.ncpedia.org/rivers/cape-fear
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/american-indian
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/biography-term
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/african-americans
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/civil-war
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/soldiers
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/public-officials
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/science
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/authors/powell-william-s-0
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/coastal-29
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/dictionary-no

	Robbins, Parker David [1]
	Robbins, Parker David
	1834–1 Nov. 1917 NC Museum of History, N.C. Dept. of Cultural Resources.  [4]


