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The Yeopim Indians were small in number but played important roles in North Carolina history. Part of the Algonquian
linguistic group, the Yeopim inhabited the present counties of Camden, Currituck, Perquimans, and Pasquotank. Their
numbers in 1700 were estimated at 200 but by mid-century the tribe had ceased to exist in any significant numbers in
North Carolina. Captain Philip Amadas in 1584 encountered Yeopim and other related Weapemeoc Indians while scouting
for a suitable site for the first Roanoke colony. In 1660 Kiscutanewh, King of the Yeopim, granted a tract of land to
Nathaniel Batts and in 1662 another tract to George Durant. These were the first deeds for land in North Carolina (Batts’s
was recorded in Virginia.)

As early as 1697 the Yeopim complained to the colonial government about encroachment by white settlers. In 1704 the
Executive Council created for the tribe a reservation of 10,240 acres (sixteen square miles) on the North River. The
transfer was among the largest during the proprietary period. The tract was the same size as that granted to the
Mattamuskeet Indians in 1727 but smaller than the tracts granted to the Tuscaroras and the Chowan Indians. The 1704
deed to the Yeopim granted the King and his nation all hunting and fishing rights but reserved one-half of any gold and
silver if found. The quitrent was one ear of corn per year. In 1723 the Indians sold 640 acres of their holdings and in 1739
sought and received permission to sell any land as they wished. The village of “Yawpim” was clearly marked on the
Moseley map [3] of 1733. That site, today known as Indiantown, was investigated by East Carolina archaeologists in 1984.
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