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North Carolina's NASA Tracking Station: Rosman Satellite Tracking and
Data Acquisition Facility
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The NASA Tracking Station near Rosman, North Carolina opened to track satellites & manned space flights. It collected
data for the Department of Defense from1982-1995.

Aerial photograph of the Pisgah Astronomical Research Institute (PARI), the former site of the NASA
tracking station near Rosman, North Carolina. Image courtesy of the North Carolina Department of Natural
and Cultural Resources.
The Pisgah
Astronomical Research Institute (PARI) is a public nonprofit foundation staffed largely by volunteers, used for research
and education. It operates in what remains of a tracking station maintained by the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration (NASA) during the peak years of the American space program. The facility in the Pisgah National Forest
was dedicated on October 26, 1963, in a program attended by Gov. Terry Sanford [3] and Sens. Sam Ervin [4] and B. Everett
Jordan [5]. The site was selected because it was on government land and was in an area almost totally free of radio
frequency and relatively free of light pollution. The key feature on the 200-acre campus was an 85-foot steerable parabolic
reflector.

NASA built the Rosman Satellite Tracking and Data Acquisition Facility to be the nation’s primary east coast satellitetracking facility. The station played a vital role in the space program, communicating with satellites and manned space
flights as they passed over the East Coast. The Rosman facility also played a role in the development of weather
satellites, transmission of television signals, and GPS systems. Eventually, satellite communication technology evolved
and the Rosman Station was not as critical to NASA.

In 1981, the station was transferred to the Department of Defense and used for satellite data collection. At its peak about
350 people were employed at the facility. During the years of active operation, it is estimated that the government
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invested several hundred million dollars in the site. In 1995, the facility was closed and operations were consolidated
elsewhere. Of the twenty-three antennae, nineteen were moved to other locations and most of the instrumentation and
electronics were removed from the site. However, the bulk of the infrastructure remained.

After several years of inactivity, the government decided to dismantle the facility and let it return to the forest. Recognizing
the value and potential for the site, Don and Jo Cline of Greensboro led the effort to save the campus and use it to
educate future generations of scientists. In January 1999, the Clines acquired the site and transferred it to the foundation.
Much of the initial work at PARI was oriented to restoring the facility and its instruments to the level necessary for
scientific and educational purposes. PARI invested more than two million dollars to upgrade the electronic drives and
computer controls for the two 26-meter radio telescopes. The new investment now amounts to over $15 million. Several
thousand students have been inspired by PARI programs that provide hands-on experience.

In May of 2017, a North Carolina Historical Highway Marker was dedicated for the site. It is located off US 64 at NC215
west of Rosman, North Carolina, in Transylvania County.
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