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RESOLVES ADOFTED IN CHARLOTTE TOWN,
MECKLENBURG COUNTY, NORTH
CAROLINA, MAY 31, 1775

Charlotte Town, Mecklenburg County, Mny A1,

This oy the Committos mef, and passed the following

RESOLVES

Whereas by an Address presented to his Majesty by both
Honzses of Parlinment in February last, the American Colonies ane
declared to be in o State of actual Rebellion, we conoeive that all
Laws and Commissions confirmed by, or derived from the Author-
ity of the King or Parliament, are annuiled and vacated, and the
former civil Comstitution of these Colonses for the present whally
suspendled.  To provide in some Degree for the Exigencies of
the County in the present alarming Pericd, we deem it proper smd
mecessary (o pass the following Resolves, wis,

1. That all Commissions, civil and military, heretofore granted
by the Crown, to be exercised in these Colonies, are mull and wvoid,
and the Constitution of each parnticular Colony wholly suspenced

2. That the Provincal Congress of each Province, umder the
Drection of the Great Continental Congress, is invested with all
legislative and executive Powers within their respective Provinces;
and that po other Legislative or Executive does or can exast, at
this Time, in any of these Colonies.

3- As all former Laws are now suspended in this Proviece, and
the Congress have not yet provided others, we judge it peoessary,
for the Leiter Preservation of goesd Order, to form certain Rules
amd HRegulations for the internal Govermment of this County,
until Laws shall be provided for us by the Congress

4 That the Inhabitants of this County do meet on a certain
Diay appointed by this Committes, and having formed themselves
into mine Companies, to wil, eight for the County, and ene for
the Town of Charlotte, do choose a Colonel and other military
Dificers, who shall hold and exercise their several Powers by Virtue
of this Clobee, apd ;Ih!rr.rh.elrlﬂ of Great-Hritoin, and former
Comstitution of this Provieoe,

&

Transcription of the Mecklenburg Resolves of May

31, 1775. From Documents lllustrative of the

Formation of the Union of the American States,

published by the Library of Congress, 1927. 51 The Resolves were a bold set of anti-British resolutions, adopted on
May 31, 1775, at a meeting in Charlotte organized by Thomas Polk and they helped to fire a spirit of independence.

On May 31, 1775, a committee led by Thomas Polk (and served by Ephraim Brevard as secretary) met at the Mecklenburg
County courthouse, in the heart of Charlotte at present-day Trade and Tryon Streets, to adopt the Mecklenburg Resolves.
Unlike the widely disputed “Mecklenburg Declaration of Independence 4,” the authenticity of the resolves is not in
question.

This was a radical set of resolutions, denying the authority of Parliament over the colonies and investing that power in the
Provincial Congress g, meeting that same week in New Bern. In the absence of an operational new government, the
resolves set up some basic tenets. Anyone who received or exercised a commission from the Crown was deemed an
“enemy to his country” and subject to arrest. The county’s militia companies were ordered to arm themselves and maintain
vigilance.

The Mecklenburg Resolves were published in full in the North Carolina Gazette of June 16, 1775, and received wide
circulation. Royal Governor Josiah Martin ;7 wrote on June 30 that the resolves “surpass all the horrid and treasonable
publications that the inflammatory spirits of this Continent have yet produced.” Richard Cogdell wrote that the resolves
“exceed all other committees, or the Congress itself.” Samuel Johnston on June 27 wrote that “Tom Polk, too, is raising a
very pretty spirit in the back country (see the newspapers)” and that “he has gone a little farther than | would have choose
to have gone, but perhaps no farther than is necessary.”

Others took note. Similar resolves 3 were adopted in Wilmington on June 19, Fayetteville on June 30, Pitt County on July
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1, and Tryon County on August 14, all prelude to the Halifax Resolves, signed by delegates to the Fourth Provincial
Congress on April 12, 1776, voicing support for independence for all colonies.

For a text transcription of the Resolves, click herehttps.//avalon.law.yale.edu/18th_century/charlott.asp s
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