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See also: [3]Mecklenburg Declaration [4]; Pre-revolutionary Resolves [3]

Transcription of the Mecklenburg Resolves of May
31, 1775. From Documents Illustrative of the
Formation of the Union of the American States,
published by the Library of Congress, 1927.  [5]The Resolves were a bold set of anti-British resolutions, adopted on
May 31, 1775, at a meeting in Charlotte organized by Thomas Polk and they helped to fire a spirit of independence.

On May 31, 1775, a committee led by Thomas Polk (and served by Ephraim Brevard as secretary) met at the Mecklenburg
County courthouse, in the heart of Charlotte at present-day Trade and Tryon Streets, to adopt the Mecklenburg Resolves.
Unlike the widely disputed “Mecklenburg Declaration of Independence [4],” the authenticity of the resolves is not in
question.

This was a radical set of resolutions, denying the authority of Parliament over the colonies and investing that power in the
Provincial Congress [6], meeting that same week in New Bern. In the absence of an operational new government, the
resolves set up some basic tenets. Anyone who received or exercised a commission from the Crown was deemed an
“enemy to his country” and subject to arrest. The county’s militia companies were ordered to arm themselves and maintain
vigilance.

The Mecklenburg Resolves were published in full in the North Carolina Gazette of June 16, 1775, and received wide
circulation. Royal Governor Josiah Martin [7] wrote on June 30 that the resolves “surpass all the horrid and treasonable
publications that the inflammatory spirits of this Continent have yet produced.” Richard Cogdell wrote that the resolves
“exceed all other committees, or the Congress itself.” Samuel Johnston on June 27 wrote that “Tom Polk, too, is raising a
very pretty spirit in the back country (see the newspapers)” and that “he has gone a little farther than I would have choose
to have gone, but perhaps no farther than is necessary.”

Others took note. Similar resolves [3] were adopted in Wilmington on June 19, Fayetteville on June 30, Pitt County on July
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1, and Tryon County on August 14, all prelude to the Halifax Resolves, signed by delegates to the Fourth Provincial
Congress on April 12, 1776, voicing support for independence for all colonies.

For a text transcription of the Resolves, click here:https://avalon.law.yale.edu/18th_century/charlott.asp [8]
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