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Primary Source: "Address to the Colored People of North Carolina”

In 1870, former Democrats, running as the Conservative Party, were elected to majorities in the North Carolina General
Assembly, ending the brief Republican rule in the state. In December, the state House of Representatives impeached
Governor William Woods Holden for his role in the “Kirk-Holden War.” They charged that he had illegally declared martial
law in Alamance and Caswell counties, ignored writs of habeas corpus, arrested and held members of the Ku Klux Klan
without benefit of trial, unlawfully recruited militia troops, and illegally paid those troops from the state treasury.

In March 1871, the state Senate found Governor Holden guilty on six counts and voted to remove him from office. He was
barred from ever holding office again in the State of North Carolina.

This broadside was circulated by supporters of Governor Holden before his 1871 impeachment. We don’t know how many
copies of this “address” were published or where they were distributed. It was signed by seventeen state representatives,
at least most of whom were black or multiracial.

To the colored people throughout the State:

...The poor people, especially the colored people are the great body of victims appointed for the slaughter, and we as
Representatives, ocupying [sic] the place of power,as did Esther, feel it to be our duty to warn you of theimpending 2

The only offence of Gov. Holden, and that which has brought down thewrath 4 of the dominant party upon him is that he
thwarted 15 the designs of a band of Assassins, who had prepared tosaturate ) this State in the blood of the poor people
on the night before the last election on account of their political sentiments (7, and to prevent them from voting. Because
he dispersed s this murderous host, organized by the so called Conservative party they propose to destroy him. First they
propose to suspend him, then to go through with a mock trial before the Senate as they have already done before the
House, where a true bill has been found without taking testimony.

After impeachment (9, his enemies will not be satisfied until he is hanged, unless happily their own gallows should
overtake them. When Gov. Holden is disposed of those whom he protected will be the next victims. For the blood of one
man will not satiate g their thirst. They are mad because their slave property is lost. They are mad because the
Reconstruction measures have triumphed, and we are permited [sic/to represent you in this body. They are mad because
we refuse to bow the knee to them....

We therefore propose a day of fasting and prayer throughout the State. Let us ask God to bring our good friend the
governor triumphantly through this ordeal, and to avert the evils that are hanging over us....

Primary Source Citation:
Address to the Colored People of North Carolina December 19, 1870.

Published online by Documenting the American South. University Library, University of North Carolina at Chapel
Hill. https://docsouth.unc.edu/nc/address/address.html 11
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ADDRESS

To the Colored People of North Carolina.

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA,
Ravmon, Dec. 19th, 1870,
To the colored people throughout the State:
Tho undersigned Represontatives send groeting :
Enow ye that since the time that Haman conspired to des-
troy all the Jows who dwelt in the Persian Dominions, be-
canss he hated Mordecai, no wickedness hath been devised
" that will bear any eomparison with some of the messures pro-
posed by the dominant party in the present Genersl Assem-
. Indeod there is some analogy hetwesn our case and that
the Jows nt that time. In Gov, Holden we have the des-
Mordecai. His enemies stand forth sa the exact cotn-
of Haman, The poor people, especially the colored
wre the great body of victims appuinted for the
‘elanghter, and we as Represcntatives, ocupying the place
of power, s did Esther, focl it to be cur doty to warn
ol the im danger, and srouse yon to snch activn
as muy tend to avert, if possible, the threatened evil.
Tha only offence of Guv, Holden, and that which has
brought down the wrath of the dominant party opon him is

B:F

servative they propose to d ‘bim. First they pro-
pose to t:;,nd hyin!:, then m:::m;hwithmmk&dnl
biefore the Benate s they have already done before the House,
where & trae bill has been found withont taking testimony.

After impeachmont, his enemies will not be satisfied until
he is hanged, unless happily theirown gallows should overtake
them. When Gov, Holden i disposed of thuse whom he
protected will be the next victims, For the blood of one man

il not satiate their thirst. They are mad becavso their slave
property is lost. They are mad beeause the Heconstruction
messnres have triumphed, and wo are permited to represent
you in this body. They nre mad because we refuse to bow
the kneo to them,

Like Haman, who, after speaking of hia riches, the multi-
tade of his ehildren, and his preferment both by the King
and Queen, yot deelured it nvailed nothing eo long s Morde-

~pai sat at the King's gate—eo with our enemies. It wvails
nothing, that they have got control of the General Assembly,

liy deecption, frand, and intimidation ; so long as the friend of |

the poor, and protector of the innocent and defenceless, oeen-
pics the Chair of State, and you huve the right to go to the polls
unmolested. They have therefore commenced a systom of dis-
| franchisement, by amending the churters of towns, by allowing
| hut one day for voting, by allowing voters to be challenged at
" the polls, and by roquiring each to vote in the township in
which he resides. They have thercby already disfranchised
thousands, Buot progress in this way is too slow for their
parpose. They therefore propose to eall u Convention. Har-
ing repealed the Militis Law, they propose to let locse their

This broadside, or poster, published in December 1870, warned African Americans of the danger they faced if Governor

Holden were removed from office.

3 January 2018

|

murderous band, upon s and thus seonre & majority of the del.
gates to this Convention, When this is done vor liberties are
at an end,

To avert the impending ovil we see no power in the arni of
flesh. Wi fool that we have too long neglected to seck aid at
that sonree that never fuili. The lnws of rightoous retribution
lhave not been repealed, but are in force npon the statutes of
the Almighty. Justice will notsleep forever. If we eall npon
God he will hear and answer ua.

W therefore proposo s day of fasting and prayer through-
ont the State. Let ns ek God to bring our good friend the
Governor triumphantly through this ordeal, and to avert the
evils that nre hanging over us,

Lt Fumar toe 18tn pay of Janvauy, bo st apart as a
duy of fusting and prayer, thronghont our labitations, Letno
strong drink or other luxuries be used for the threo days’ pre-
ceding. Let the people assemble in their places of worship
and ery mightily unto the Lord. Lot the maid servants whee
employment will pot permit thum to worship during the fore-
noon msk their employors to allow them the wfternoon, that
they may epend it in fsting and prayor on behalf of the Gov-
ornor and our anfiering people.

Lot the Ministers of the Gﬂpd pﬂeh.im this fast and s
that it is observed, 17 this call §s heartily responded to God
will deliver ue,

Yery nspectiully,
GEO, L. MABSOR,
. Rap. trom New Hanover County.

EDW'D R. DUDLEY,
Rap. from Craven Connty.

ROB'T FLETCHER,
Hq\, trom Richmoend County,
GEO. B. WILLIS,
RICHARD TUCKER,
Repa. from Craven County,
STEWART ELLISON,
Rep. from Wake County.
R. FALKNER,
Rep. from Warren County.
W. H. REAVIS,
Rep. from Granville Connty.
AUGUBTUS ROBBIN
Rep. from Bertie County,
Wu, D, NEWBOM,
Bep. from Hertford County,
B. 11, JONES,
Rep. from Northampton County.
WILLIS BUNN,
Rep. from Edgecombe Connty.

JOHN BRYANT,
Rep. from Halifax County.
W. W, MORGAN,
Rep. from Wake County.
OHARLES SMITH,
Rep. from Halifax County.
J.R. PAGE,
Rep, from Chowsn County.
R. M. JOHNSON,
Rep. from Edgecombe County.
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