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The Progressive Era

The first two decades of the twentieth century are sometimes called the Progressive Era because the politics of the period
was dominated by reformers who wanted “progress” in various areas. Progressive reformers worked to improve the lives
of workers, immigrants, rural people, and the poor; they worked to improve education and public health; and they fought
for laws that would allow more people to be involved in politics, make taxes fairer, and make businesses more
responsible. They also tried to reform people’s morals, through efforts like Prohibition — the banning of alcohol. In this
chapter, you'll look at some of the ways reformers tried to improve life, work, and society in North Carolina.
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Snow Hill School House, Greene County was renovated by the Woman's Association for the Betterment of Public School
Houses in North Carolina during the Progressive Era. This is an image of the school house after it was renovated.
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