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Industry and Labor

Life became more difficult for North Carolina’s mill workers in the first decades of the twentieth century. Children typically
worked alongside their parents in factories, with few laws to protect them. In response to declining demand in the 1920s,
textile mill owners cut wages and demanded longer hours from their workers. Protests began to spread. Some workers
tried to organize labor unions, and there were widespread strikes in the South between 1929 and 1934. In this chapter,
we’ll look at the experiences of workers in this period, using resources such as photographs and oral histories.
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