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| ADDRESS

To the Colored People of North Carolina.

ETATE OF RORTH CAROLINA,
Ruvmou, Dec. 19th, 1870.
T the coloved people thronghout the State:

The undersigned Represontatives sood gresting:

Enow yo that since the time that Haman conspired to des-
troy all the Jows whodwelt in the Persian Dominions, be-
caone be hated Mordecal, no wickedness hath been devised
bear any comparison with some of the measures pro-
the dominant party in the present Geners] Assem-
Indeed there is some snalogy between our case and that
the Jows ot that time. In Gov. Holden we have the des-
Mordecal. His enemies stand forth ss the exact coun-
Haman, The poor people, especially the eolured
groat body of victims appointed for the
we s Ropresontatives, ocupying the place
did Easther, feel it to be our doty to warn
mpending danger, and srouse yoo to snch activn
to mvert, if possible, the threstened evil.
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to esturate this tatein the blood of the puor people
on the night before the last election on mocount of their politi-
oal sentiments, and to prevent them from voting, Becanse he
dispersed this murderous host, orgnaized by the so called Cun-
servative party they propose to destroy him.  First they pro-
pose to suspend him, then to go through with a moek triul
bifors the Benate as they have already done before the House,
where & true bill has been found withont taking testimony.

Aftor impeachmont, his enemies will not be eatisfied until
he is hanged, unles happily theirown gallows should overtake
them. When Gov. Holden i disposed of thuse whom be

will be the next victims, For the blood of one man
will not satiate their thirst. They are mad becavso their lave
property is lost. They are mad beeause the Heconstruction
messures have triumphed, and we aro permited to represent
you in this body. They are mad because we vefuse to bow
the knee to them,

Like Haman, who, after speaking of his riches, the multi-
tade of his ehildren, and his preferment both by the King
snd Queen, yot deelsred it nvailed nothing eo long s Morde-

~eni ot ot the King's gate—so with our coemies. It avails

nothing, that they have got control of the General Assembly,
liy deception, frand, and intimidation ; so long as the friend of
the poor, and protector of the innocent and defenceloss, oorn-
pies the Chair of State,and yon have the right togot the polls
unmolested. They bave therefore commenced a aystem of dis- |

| tranchisement, by amending the charters of towne, by allowing
| hut ono day for voting, by allowing voters to be ehallenged at
" the polls, and by requiring each to vote in the township in
which he resides. They have thereby alrendy disfranchised
thousands. But progress in this way is too slow for their
They therefors propose to eall » Convention. Hav- |
ing repealed the Militis Law, they propose to let locse their |
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murderous band, upon s and thus secnre & majority of the del.
gates to this Convention. When this ia dons vur libertics are
at an end,

To avert the impending ovil we see no power in the arny of
flesh. W fioel that we havo too long neglected to seck aid at
that sonreo that never fails. The luwa of righteous retribution
liave not boer repealed, but are in force npon the statutes of
the Almighty. Justics will notsloep forever. If we eall apon
God he will hear and answer us.

W therefore propose s day of fasting and prayer through-
ont the State. Lot ns nsk God to bring our good friend the
Governor triumphantly through this ordeal; and to avert the
evils that nre hanging over us.

Ler Frimay Toe L%n pay or Janvauy, bo st apart asa
duy of fsting and prayer, thronghont our habitations. Letno
strong drink or other luxuries be used for the three days’ pro-
ceding. Let the people assemble in their places of worship
and ery mightily ento the Lord. Lot the maid-servants whes
enployment will pot permit thum to worship during the fore-
noon msk their employers to allow them the witerncon, that
they may epend it in fusting and prayer on behlf of the Gox.
ornor and our anflering people.

Lot the Ministers of the Gﬂpd pl'ﬂhiln this fast and wi
that it is obeerved, 17 this call §s heartily responded to God
will deliver us,

Very nspectiully,
GEOQ, L. MABSON,
. Rep. trom New Hanover County.
EDW'D R. DUDLEY,
Rap. from Craven Connty.
ROB'T FLETCHER,
Rep. from Richmond County.
GEO. B. WILLIS,
RICHARD TUCKER,
Repa. from Craven County,
STEWART ELLISON,
Rep. from Wake County.
R. FALKNER,
Rep. from Warren County.
W. H. REAVIS,
Rep. from Granville Connty.
AUGUBTUS ROBBIN
Rep. from Bertie County,
Wu D. NEWBOM,
Rep. from Hertford Connty,
B. H. JONES,
Rep, from Northampton County.
WILLIS BUNN,
Rep. from Edgecombe County.
JOHX BRYANT,
Rep, from Halifax County.
W. W, MORGAN,
Rep. from Wake County.
COHARLES SMITH,
Rep. from Halifax County.
J.R. PAGE,
Rep. from Chowan County.
R. M. JOHNSON,
Rep. from Edgecombe County.
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ADDRESS
To the Colored People of North Carolina.

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA, RALEIGH, Dec. 19th, 1870.

To the colored people throughout the State:

The undersigned Representatives send greeting:

Know ye that since the time that Haman conspired to destroy all the Jews who dwelt in the Persian Dominions,
because he hated Mordecai, no wickedness hath been devised that will bear any comparison with some of the measures
proposed by the dominant party in the present General Assembly. Indeed there is some analogy between our case and
that of the Jews at that time. In Gov. Holden we have the despised Mordecai. His enemies stand forth as the exact
counterpart of Haman. The poor people, especially the colored people are the great body of victims appointed for the
slaughter, and we as Representatives, ocupying the place of power, as did Esther, feel it to be our duty to warn you of the
impending danger, and arouse you to such action as may tend to avert, if possible, the threatened evil.

The only offence of Gov. Holden, and that which has brought down the wrath of the dominant party upon him is that
he thwarted the designs of a band of Assassins, who had prepared to saturate this State in the blood of the poor people
on the night before the last election on account of their political sentiments, and to prevent them from voting. Because he
dispersed this murderous host, organized by the so called Conservative party they propose to destroy him. First they
propose to suspend him, then to go through with a mock trial before the Senate as they have already done before the
House, where a true bill has been found without taking testimony.

After impeachment, his enemies will not be satisfied until he is hanged, unless happily their own gallows should
overtake them. When Gov. Holden is disposed of those whom he protected will be the next victims. For the blood of one
man will not satiate their thirst. They are mad because their slave property is lost. They are mad because the
Reconstruction measures have triumphed, and we are permited to represent you in this body. They are mad because we
refuse to bow the knee to them.

Like Haman, who, after speaking of his riches, the multitude. of his children, and his preferment both by the King and
Queen, yet declared it availed nothing so long as Mordecai sat at the King's gate--so with our enemies. It avails nothing,
that they have got control of the General Assembly, by deception, fraud, and intimidation; so long as the friend of the poor,
and protector of the innocent and defenceless, occupies the Chair of State, and you have the right to go to the polls
unmolested. They have therefore commenced a system of disfranchisement, by amending the charters of towns, by
allowing but one day for voting, by allowing voters to be challenged at the polls, and by requiring each to vote in the
township in which he resides. They have thereby already disfranchised thousands. But progress in this way is too slow for
their purpose. They therefore propose to call a Convention. Having repealed the Militia law, they propose to let loose their
murderous band, upon us and thus secure a majority of the delgates to this Convention. When this is done our liberties
are at an end.

To avert the impending evil we see no power in the arm of flesh. We feel that we have too long neglected to seek aid
at that source that never fails. The laws of righteous retribution have not been repealed, but are in force upon the statutes
of the Almighty. Justice will riot sleep forever. If we call upon God he will hear and answer us.

We therefore propose a day of fasting and prayer throughout the State. Let us ask God to bring our good friend the
governor triumphantly through this ordeal, and to avert the evils that are hanging over us.

LET FRIDAY THE 13TH DAY OF JANUARY, be set apart as a day of fasting and prayer, throughout our habitations.
Let no strong drink or other luxuries, be used for the three days preceding. Let the people assemble in their places of
worship and cry unto the Lord. Let the maid-servants, whose employment will not permit them to worship during the
forenoon ask their employers to allow them the afternoon, that they may spend it in fasting and prayer on behalf of the
Governor and our suffering people.

Let the Ministers of the Gospel proclaim this fast and see that it is observed. If this call is heartily responded to God
will deliver us.

Very Respectfully,

GEO. L. MABSON,
Rep. From New Hanover County.

EDW'D R. DUDLEY,
Rep. From Craven County.

ROB'T FLETCHER,
Rep. From Richmond County.

GEO. B. WILLIS,
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RICHARD TUCKER,
Reps. from Craven County.

STEWART ELLISON,
Rep. from Wake County.

E. FALKNER,
Rep. from Warren County.

W. H. REAVIS.
Rep. from Granville County.

AUGUSTUS ROBBINS,
Rep. from Bertie County,

Wm. D. NEWSOME,
Rep. from Hertford County,

B. H. JONES,
from Northampton County.

WILLIS BUNN,
Rep. from Edgecombe County.

JOHN BRYANT,
Rep. from Halifax County.

W. W. MORGAN,
Rep. from Wake County.

CHARLES SMITH,
Rep. from Halifax County.

J. R. PAGE,
Rep. from Chowan County.

R. M. JOHNSON,
Rep. from Edgecombe County.

Usage Statement:

Public Domain

Public Domain is a copyright term that is often used when talking about copyright for creative works. Under U.S. copyright
law, individual items that are in the public domain are items that are no longer protected by copyright law. This means that
you do not need to request permission to re-use, re-publish or even change a copy of the item. ltems enter the public
domain under U.S. copyright law for a number of reasons: the original copyright may have expired; the item was created
by the U.S. Federal Government or other governmental entity that views the things it creates as in the public domain; the
work was never protected by copyright for some other reason related to how it was produced (for example, it was a
speech that wasn't written down or recorded); or the work doesn't have enough originality to make it eligible for copyright
protection.

Source URL:https://www.ncpedia.org/media/address-colored-people-north



https://www.ncpedia.org/media/address-colored-people-north

	Address to the Colored People of North Carolina
	Address to the Colored People of North Carolina
	ADDRESS  To the Colored People of North Carolina.
	Public Domain


