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Balinese dancer advances in Rangda witch costume
A Balinese dancer advances in a Rangda costume. Rangda costumes have wooden masks with bulging eyes, and
tangled white hair. The dancer also wears long knife-like fingernail attachments and sports dangling striped breasts.

Many Balinese dramas involve contests between the evil witch Rangda and her foe, Barong, a mythological creature who
looks somewhat like a gilded and furry lion. The costumes for both these mythological creatures are considered sacred
and thus are stored in village temples when not in use.

Many Balinese dramas enact encounters between positive and negative beings in the universe. At the end of the
performances, evil beings are never completely eliminated because the Balinese accept that good and bad always will
coexist although human efforts should attempt to keep evil and disorder to a minimum.
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