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Linn Cove Viaduct on the Blue Ridge Parkway

Linn Cove Viaduct on the Blue Ridge Parkway
This is the Linn Cove Viaduct on the Blue Ridge Parkway in Watauga County. It can be seen in the background of this
photo, curving around Grandfather Mountain. The roadway in the foreground is a bridge. Most of the nearly 470 miles of
the Parkway were completed by 1967, but fears of harming the habitat and damaging Grandfather Mountain prevented
completion of about 7.5 miles of the Parkway. Engineers, landscape architects, and National Highway Administration
employees finally settled on a compromise in the late 1970s; they would create an elevated bridge that snaked through
Linn Cove and around Grandfather Mountain. Completed in 1983, the Linn Cove Viaduct manages to bridge the missing
section with minimal damage to the mountain. It is is 1,243 feet long and is made up of 153 pre-cast segments weighing
50 tons each. It is the world's most complicated concrete bridge and cost over $10 million to construct. The views from the
viaduct are astounding, since the bridge stands at an elevation of 4,100 feet.

This photo was provided by Ucumari Photography, 2015.
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