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T8EDIATE HELEASE g JULY 28, 1948

EXECUTIVE ORDER

RSTABLISHING THR PRESIDENT'S CO!M'ITTEE ON
FQUALITY 0F IREATMEHT AND OFFORTUHITY IN
THE ARMED SERVICES

THEREAS it is essential that there be maintained in tho
awred services of the United Stotes the highest standards of
domoerasy, with cquality of troatment and epportunity for all
those who surve in owr country's defonscr

NOW, THEAERODE, by virtuo of ‘the cuthority vested in
me as Prosidont of the United States, by tho Censtitution and
the statutes of the United Statcs, hnd as Comander in Chicf of
the armed services, it i= herchy ordercd as follows:

1, Tt is heroby declared to bo the policy of the President
that thero shall be equalitr of treatmont and opportunity for all
persons in the amed serviccs mithout regord to race, ceolor,
;-cligdcn or national origin. This poliey shall be put into effect
as rapidly as possible, having due rogard to the time required
to effoctuate any necessary chonges whithout dmpairing of ficicney
or moralia

2. There sholl be croated in the Mational Military Estab-
lighmont an ndvisory committee to be known ns the Prosident's
Committoe on Equality of Treatnent and Cppertunity in the Armod
Services, which shall be composed of soven members to be desig-
noted by tho President.

5. Tho Commitios is suthorized on behalf of the Prosident
to oxamine into the mles, procedurcs and practices of thy armed
sorviecs in order to dotorrdne in what respoct such rules, pre-
cedures and practices may ba altor.d or dmproved with o view
to carrying out the policy of this orders The Comtittec shall
confer ond advise with the Seerctary of Defonse, the Scerctory
of the Amy, the Seerctary of tha Navy, ond the Seeretory of
the Air Force, and shall pake such recom endations to tho
Progidont and to soid Secroterics ns in the Jjudgrent of the
Cormittoe will effccuate the poliey harvof. :

4. All exccutdve doportments omd apgoneices of the Foderal
Govemnent are authorized snd dirccted to croperotio with the
Comxittce in itz mork, and to fumish the Cormittus such in-
formation er the sorvices of such virsons oo the Committoc my
require in the perfomance of its dutics, i

Ga  Then rogussted by the Comaittee to do s, persons
in tho amed services or in any of the cxeeutive depirtments
and rgencies of the Fodersd Covemment shall testify boforo
the Comitton and sholl make awveilable for the usc of the

Conmittoe such documents and nther -dnformation as the-Comn= Fragd "
rmdttee moy roquire,

© 6o The Committoe sholl eontinue to exdst until such

time as the President sholl terminnte its existence Ve
tive crdar, y o

HATRY 8. TAMAN

THE WHITE HOUSE
July 26, 1948
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Immediate Release
July 26 1948
Executive Order Establishing the President's Committee on Equality of Treatment and Opportunity in the Armed Services

WHEREAS it is essential that there be maintained in the armed service of the United States the highest standards of
democracy, with equality of treatment and opportunity of all those who serve in our country's defense: NOW,
THEREFORE, by virtue of the authority vested in me as President of the United States, by the Constitution and the
statutes of the United States, and as Commander in Chief of the armed services, it is hereby ordered as follows: It is
hereby declared to be the policy of the President that there shall be equality of treatment and opportunity for all persons in
the armed services without regard to race, color, religion or national origin. This policy shall be put into effect as rapidly as
possible, having due regard to the time required to effectuate any necessary changes without impairing efficiency or
morale. There shall be created in the National Military Establishment an advisory committee to be known as the
President's Committee on Equality of Treatment and Opportunity in the Armed Services, which shall be composed of
seven members to be designated by the President. The Committee is authorized on behalf of the President to examine
into the rules, procedures and practices of the armed services in order to determine in what respect such rules,
procedures and practices may be altered or improved with a view to carrying out the policy of this order. The Committee
shall confer and advise with the Secretary of Defense, the Secretary of the Army, the Secretary of the Navy, and the
Secretary of the Air Force, and shall make such recommendations to the President and to said Secretaries as in the
judgement of the Committee will effectuate the policy hereof. All executive departments and agencies of the Federal
Government are authorized and directed to cooperate with the Committee in its work, and to furnish the Committee such
information or the services of such persons as the Committee may require in the performance of its duties. When
requested by the Committee to do so, persons in the armed services or in any of the executive departments and agencies
of the Federal Government shall testify before the Committee and shall make available for the use of the Committee such
documents and other information as the Committee may require. The Committee shall continue to exist until such time as
the President shall terminate its existence by Executive order. Harry S. TrumanThe White House July 26, 1948
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