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Stephen A. Douglas portrait
Portrait of Stephen A. Douglas (1813-1861), a politician who served in the Illinois state legislature as well as the U.S.
House of Representatives and the U.S. Senate. Douglas was famous for his role in a series of debates with Abraham
Lincoln, and his support for the Missouri Compromise, "popular sovereignty," and the Dred Scott decision of 1857.

1

https://www.ncpedia.org
https://www.ncpedia.org/


Usage Statement: 

Public Domain
Public Domain is a copyright term that is often used when talking about copyright for creative works. Under U.S. copyright
law, individual items that are in the public domain are items that are no longer protected by copyright law. This means that
you do not need to request permission to re-use, re-publish or even change a copy of the item. Items enter the public
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domain under U.S. copyright law for a number of reasons: the original copyright may have expired; the item was created
by the U.S. Federal Government or other governmental entity that views the things it creates as in the public domain; the
work was never protected by copyright for some other reason related to how it was produced (for example, it was a
speech that wasn't written down or recorded); or the work doesn't have enough originality to make it eligible for copyright
protection.
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