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Two Balinese girls performing a welcome dance in red and gold costumes hold their left arms stretched forward from their
shoulders and their palms facing the audience. In their right hands they hold decorated offering bowls whose flowery
contents they toss during the dance as a kind of cheerful blessing to the audience and forthcoming events.

The young girls who perform are beautified with make-up and crowns of gold and fresh flowers. Some Balinese boys and
girls begin to study dance at young ages and their suitable repertoires change as they grow older.

Balinese performers are mostly "amateurs" in the sense that, although expertly trained, they live other lives during the
day, going to school, farming, or doing other jobs.
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