
Published on NCpedia (https://www.ncpedia.org)

Home > The Proclamation Line of 1763

The Proclamation Line of 1763

The Proclamation Line of 1763
In the Treaty of Paris (1763) that ended the Seven Years War, Britain gained all of Canada as well as the territory north of
New Orleans, Louisiana, and between the Eastern Great Divide and the Mississippi River. France, which was forced to
cede this territory, had also ceded the territory west of the Mississippi, known as Louisiana, to Spain in 1762. In the Royal
Proclamation of 1763, portions of these new British territories were divided into Quebec and East and West Florida. Most
of the territory between the Appalachians and the Mississippi was reserved for American Indians, and colonists were
barred from settling west of the "Proclamation Line" that ran down the peak of the Appalachians. This angered many
colonists who had fought in the Seven Years' War in hopes that they could gain new land west of the Appalachians. On
this map, the territory reserved to the thirteen British North American colonies that would become the United States is
shown in red. Other British territory prohibited to these colonies is in pink, and Spanish territory is in orange.
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