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Baptist Children's Homes

Durham Building, Baptist Orphanage, Thomasville,
N.C.; postcard published by American News Co.,
New York, N.Y. From the North Carolina Postcard
Collection, UNC Libraries.  [2]by Glenn Jonas, 2006

See Also: Free Will Baptist Children's Home [3]

Baptist Children's Homes of North Carolina, Inc., [4] founded in 1885, is one of the largest residential child care facilities in
the South. The idea to establish an orphanage was first brought before the North Carolina Baptist State Convention [5] [6]in
1884 but was rejected primarily because of the cost of such an enterprise, the existence of the Oxford Masonic
Orphanage [7] (which Baptists had helped organize), and the tendency among many North Carolina Baptists to reject any
type of missionary efforts beyond the local church. Within a year, however, supporters of the idea had appointed John
Haymes Mills [8] as the first general superintendent and commissioned him with the task of raising money and finding a
site. A site was selected in Thomasville, and the first resident of the Baptist Orphanage was admitted in 1885.

Baptist Children's Homes of North Carolina, Inc., became an important ministry of the Baptist denomination, receiving a
great deal of support from the North Carolina Baptist State Convention. In the early 2000s, the organization had 12
facilities throughout the state, aiding more than 1,200 children and their families through residential group care, crisis
emergency care, maternity services for unmarried women, and other support programs.

Additional Resources:

Baptist Children's Home of North Carolina: http://bchfamily.org/about/index [4]

Image Credit:

Durham Building, Baptist Orphanage, Thomasville, N.C.; postcard published by American News Co., New York, N.Y.
From the North Carolina Postcard Collection, UNC Libraries. Available from http://dc.lib.unc.edu/ [2] (accessed June 8,
2012).
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