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Cabinet of Minerals [1]

"Cabinet of Minerals," located in the
State Geologist's office, is a replica of
the original collection.  [2]Cabinet of Minerals
by Jerry L. Cross, 2006

The cabinet of minerals [3] was a collection of native ores assembled in the antebellum period to illustrate their potential
commercial value to the state. The original collection was completed in 1856 and displayed in the State Capitol [4]. A
second, larger cabinet, put together after the Civil War [5] primarily for exhibition and education, played a major role in
establishing a state-supported museum of natural history [6]. The collection contained specimens large enough to show the
potential for commercial mining as well as a few fossils [7]. No inventory of the cabinet has been found, but it is believed to
have included gold [8], coal [9], mica, copper, iron [10], tungsten, zinc, granite [11], marble, lead, nickel, kaolin [12], and limestone.

In 1865 the state donated the collection to the University of North Carolina in Chapel Hill [13], where other collections were
added, exhibited, and culled until the original cabinet of minerals was no longer distinguishable. After the Civil War, state
geologist W. C. Kerr decided to build a second cabinet from the renewed geological survey [14]. The capitol building again
became home for the exhibit, but the display area was hampered by boxes of materials stored by the military department.
By 1877 the new cabinet of minerals had become larger in both scope and size than its predecessor.

Leonidas L. Polk, commissioner of the North Carolina Department of Agriculture, conceived the idea of a museum of
natural history in 1879, and the legislature transferred jurisdiction of the mineral collection to his agency. It was removed
from the capitol and became part of a larger collection that frequently was broken apart for various exhibits over the next
two years. By 1881 the second cabinet had suffered the same fate as the first; no longer could its parts be separated and
identified. It had been swallowed by what was to become the State Museum and later the Museum of Natural Sciences [6].

References:

Margaret Martin, A Long Look at Nature [15] (2001).

Stuart Noblin, "Leonidas Lafayette Polk and the North Carolina Department of Agriculture," NCHR 20 (April-July 1943).

State Board of Agriculture, North Carolina and Its Resources (1896).

Additional Resources:

Conrad, T.A. "Appendix A: Descriptions of New Genera and Species of Fossil Shells of North Carolina in the State
Cabinet at Raleigh," of Report of the Geological Survey of North Carolina.  Raleigh, N.C.: Josiah Turner. 1875.
https://archive.org/stream/reportgeologica00kerrgoog#page/n350/mode/2up [16].

Image Credits:

"Photo 00279008 'Cabinet of Minerals,' located in the State Geologist's office, is a replica of the original collection." North
Carolina State Capitol Raleigh, Wake County. From NC ECHO Photo Database.
http://www.inst.ncecho.org/PhotoDetail.aspx?siteno=00279&photono=008 [2]

1

https://www.ncpedia.org
https://www.ncpedia.org/
https://www.ncpedia.org/cabinet-minerals
http://www.inst.ncecho.org/PhotoDetail.aspx?siteno=00279&photono=008
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/mines-and-mineral
https://www.ncpedia.org/state-capitol
https://www.ncpedia.org/history/cw-1900/civil-war
https://www.ncpedia.org/museum-natural-sciences
https://www.ncpedia.org/fossils
https://www.ncpedia.org/symbols/mineral
https://www.ncpedia.org/coal
https://www.ncpedia.org/iron-and-steel-industry
https://www.ncpedia.org/symbols/rock
https://www.ncpedia.org/kaolin
https://www.ncpedia.org/university-north-carolina-chapel-hi
https://www.ncpedia.org/geological-survey
https://www.ncpedia.org/museum-natural-sciences
http://books.google.com/books?id=I4-6k375F5cC&printsec=frontcover#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://archive.org/stream/reportgeologica00kerrgoog#page/n350/mode/2up
http://www.inst.ncecho.org/PhotoDetail.aspx?siteno=00279&photono=008


Subjects: 
Antebellum (1820-1861) [17]

Civil War (1861-1865) [18]

Gilded Age (1876-1900) [19]

Mines and mineral resources [3]

Reconstruction (1865-1876) [20]

Authors: 
Cross, Jerry L. [21]

From: 
Encyclopedia of North Carolina, University of North Carolina Press. [22]

1 January 2006 | Cross, Jerry L.

Source URL:https://www.ncpedia.org/cabinet-minerals

Links
[1] https://www.ncpedia.org/cabinet-minerals [2] http://www.inst.ncecho.org/PhotoDetail.aspx?siteno=00279&amp;photono=008 [3]
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/mines-and-mineral [4] https://www.ncpedia.org/state-capitol [5] https://www.ncpedia.org/history/cw-
1900/civil-war [6] https://www.ncpedia.org/museum-natural-sciences [7] https://www.ncpedia.org/fossils [8] https://www.ncpedia.org/symbols/mineral
[9] https://www.ncpedia.org/coal [10] https://www.ncpedia.org/iron-and-steel-industry [11] https://www.ncpedia.org/symbols/rock [12]
https://www.ncpedia.org/kaolin [13] https://www.ncpedia.org/university-north-carolina-chapel-hi [14] https://www.ncpedia.org/geological-survey [15]
http://books.google.com/books?id=I4-6k375F5cC&amp;printsec=frontcover#v=onepage&amp;q&amp;f=false [16]
https://archive.org/stream/reportgeologica00kerrgoog#page/n350/mode/2up [17] https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/antebellum-1820-1 [18]
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/civil-war [19] https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/gilded-age-1876-1 [20]
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/reconstruction [21] https://www.ncpedia.org/category/authors/cross-jerry-l  [22]
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/encyclopedia-

2

https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/antebellum-1820-1
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/civil-war
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/gilded-age-1876-1
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/mines-and-mineral
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/reconstruction
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/authors/cross-jerry-l
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/encyclopedia-
https://www.ncpedia.org/cabinet-minerals
https://www.ncpedia.org/cabinet-minerals
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/mines-and-mineral
https://www.ncpedia.org/state-capitol
https://www.ncpedia.org/history/cw-1900/civil-war
https://www.ncpedia.org/museum-natural-sciences
https://www.ncpedia.org/fossils
https://www.ncpedia.org/symbols/mineral
https://www.ncpedia.org/coal
https://www.ncpedia.org/iron-and-steel-industry
https://www.ncpedia.org/symbols/rock
https://www.ncpedia.org/kaolin
https://www.ncpedia.org/university-north-carolina-chapel-hi
https://www.ncpedia.org/geological-survey
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/antebellum-1820-1
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/civil-war
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/gilded-age-1876-1
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/reconstruction
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/authors/cross-jerry-l
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/encyclopedia-

	Cabinet of Minerals [1]
	"Cabinet of Minerals," located in the State Geologist's office, is a replica of the original collection.  [2]Cabinet of Minerals

