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by T. Harry Gatton, 2006

Adelaide Lisetta Fries, winner
of a 1948 Cannon Award.
Image from Digital Forsythe. The Ruth Coltrane Cannon Award, North Carolina's most prestigious award for historic
preservation [2] achievement, was established by Ruth Coltrane Cannon and her husband, Charles A. Cannon [3], in 1948.
The North Carolina Society for the Preservation of Antiquities [4] originally administered the award, and for many years

playwright Paul Green made the formal presentation on behalf of 

Dr. Douglas L. Rights, winner
of a 1948 Cannon Award for
his work on 'The Records of
the Moravians in North
Carolina.'  [5]the society. Recipients'

names are engraved on a silver bowl prominently displayed in the North Carolina Museum of History [6] in Raleigh, and
engraved silver replicas of a Revolutionary War camp cup are given to winners.

In 1974 the North Carolina Society for the Preservation of Antiquities changed its name to the Historic Preservation
Society of North Carolina, Inc. A restructuring in 1984 prompted another name change to the Historic Preservation
Foundation of North Carolina, Inc. Popularly known as Preservation North Carolina [7], the organization continues to
administer the Cannon Awards. From 1948 to 1982, a total of 161 awards were given to individuals and organizations, but
since 1982 only a single Cannon Award is given each year.

The first Cannon Award winners in 1948 were Gertrude Carraway, C. Christopher Crittenden [8], Inglis Fletcher [9], Adelaide
Fries [10], Paul Green, Archibald Henderson [11], Mrs. J. E. Latham, Douglas L. Rights, and Charles Lee Smith [12]. The list of
subsequent winners includes Kathryn Page Cloud, Marie W. Colton, Marion Stedman Covington, Chalmers G. Davidson,
Cecil B. DeMille, Gordon Gray, James A. Gray, John Sprunt Hill [13], A. L. Honeycutt Jr., Mrs. Ernest Ives, H. G. Jones,
Joye E. Jordan, Margaret M. Kluttz, Kay Kyser, Hugh T. Lefler, Jeanelle C. Moore, Clarence Poe, William S. Powell [14],
William S. Price Jr., John L. Sanders, Virginia S. Stevens., Robert E. Stipe, and Banks C. Talley Jr.

Reference:

David L. S. Brook, A Lasting Gift of Heritage: A History of the North Carolina Society for the Preservation of Antiquities,
1939-1974 (1997).

Additional Resources:

1

https://www.ncpedia.org
https://www.ncpedia.org/
https://www.ncpedia.org/cannon-award
https://www.ncpedia.org/historic-preservation
https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/cannon-charles-albert
http://www.history.ncdcr.gov/centennial/features/ncspa.htm
http://collections.ncdcr.gov/RediscoveryProficioPublicSearch/ShowItem.aspx?18882+
https://www.ncpedia.org/north-carolina-museum-history
http://www.presnc.org/
https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/crittenden-charles
https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/fletcher-minna-inglis
https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/fries-adelaide
https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/henderson-archibald-0
https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/smith-charles-lee
https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/hill-john-sprunt
https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/powell-william


Wegner, Ansley Herring. "The North Carolina Society for the Preservation of Antiquities and the Modern Preservation
Movement." North Carolina Office of Archives & History. 2004. http://www.history.ncdcr.gov/centennial/features/ncspa.htm
[4] (accessed October 16, 2012).

"Preservation NC Honor Award Winners Complete List." Preservation North Carolina. http://www.presnc.org/index.php?
option=com_docman&task=doc_download&gid=50&Itemid=103 [15]

Image Credits:

"Adelaide Lisetta Fries (1871-1949)," Photo Courtesy of Digital Forsyth. Available from
http://www.digitalforsyth.org/photos/7434 [16] (accessed October 16, 2012).

"Photograph, Accession #: H.1957.65.5 [5]." Circa 1950-1957. North Carolina Museum of History.

Subjects: 
21st Century (2001-present) [17]

Culture [18]

Post War 20th Century (1946-2000) [19]

Authors: 
Gatton, T. Harry [20]

From: 
Encyclopedia of North Carolina, University of North Carolina Press. [21]

1 January 2006 | Gatton, T. Harry

Source URL:https://www.ncpedia.org/cannon-award

Links
[1] https://www.ncpedia.org/cannon-award [2] https://www.ncpedia.org/historic-preservation [3] https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/cannon-charles-
albert [4] http://www.history.ncdcr.gov/centennial/features/ncspa.htm [5] http://collections.ncdcr.gov/RediscoveryProficioPublicSearch/ShowItem.aspx?
18882+ [6] https://www.ncpedia.org/north-carolina-museum-history [7] http://www.presnc.org/ [8] https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/crittenden-charles
[9] https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/fletcher-minna-inglis [10] https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/fries-adelaide [11]
https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/henderson-archibald-0 [12] https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/smith-charles-lee [13]
https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/hill-john-sprunt [14] https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/powell-william [15] http://www.presnc.org/index.php?
option=com_docman&amp;task=doc_download&amp;gid=50&amp;Itemid=103 [16] http://www.digitalforsyth.org/photos/7434 [17]
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/21st-century-2001 [18] https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/culture [19]
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/post-war-20th-cen [20] https://www.ncpedia.org/category/authors/gatton-t-harry [21]
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/encyclopedia-

2

http://www.history.ncdcr.gov/centennial/features/ncspa.htm
http://www.presnc.org/index.php?option=com_docman&task=doc_download&gid=50&Itemid=103
http://www.digitalforsyth.org/photos/7434
http://collections.ncdcr.gov/RediscoveryProficioPublicSearch/ShowItem.aspx?18882+
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/21st-century-2001
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/culture
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/post-war-20th-cen
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/authors/gatton-t-harry
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/encyclopedia-
https://www.ncpedia.org/cannon-award
https://www.ncpedia.org/cannon-award
https://www.ncpedia.org/historic-preservation
https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/cannon-charles-albert
https://www.ncpedia.org/north-carolina-museum-history
https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/crittenden-charles
https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/fletcher-minna-inglis
https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/fries-adelaide
https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/henderson-archibald-0
https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/smith-charles-lee
https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/hill-john-sprunt
https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/powell-william
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/21st-century-2001
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/culture
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/post-war-20th-cen
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/authors/gatton-t-harry
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/encyclopedia-

	Cannon Award [1]
	Cannon Award

