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Catawba College, NC Highway
Historical Marker O-51. Image
courtesy of State Archives of
North Carolina.  [4]Catawba College [5] was founded in Newton in 1851 by the German Reformed Church [6].
During the Civil War [7] the college became an academy, operating at Catawba High School from 1865 to 1885, when it
resumed operation under its original charter as Catawba College. In 1890 it became a coeducational institution. A move
from Newton to Salisbury came about in response to an offer of a partially constructed dormitory/administration building
and several acres of land in Salisbury. College, trustee, and church officials closed the Newton campus in 1923 and
reopened the school in Salisbury in 1925.

The modern-day Catawba College, affiliated with the United Church of Christ [8], offers bachelor's degrees (Arts, Business
Administration, Fine Arts, and Science) and a Master of Education degree. It also offers cooperative programs in deaf
education with Appalachian State University [9], in forestry and environmental science with Duke University [10], and in
physician assistant and medical technician training with Wake Forest University [11]. The college has grown from 1 building
to 27 buildings on 210 acres, with another 150 acres devoted to an ecological preserve. The student body in the early
2000s was approximately 1,100, evenly divided by gender.
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Additional Resources:

"Catawba College." N.C. Highway Historical Marker O-51, N.C. Office of Archives & History.
https://www.ncdcr.gov/about/history/division-historical-resources/nc-highway-historical-marker-program/Markers.aspx?
sp=Markers&k=Markers&sv=O-51 [12]

Catawba College Yearbooks: https://lib.digitalnc.org/search?
ln=en&p=691:%22Catawba+College%22%20AND%20655:%22Yearbooks%22&sf=year&so=a [13]
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