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Committees of Safety
by Carmen Miner Smith, 2006; Revised October 2022.

Committees of Safety were a network of committees authorized by the Continental Congress, endorsed by the Second
Provincial Congress [2] of North Carolina and the North Carolina Assembly, and established in late 1774 and early 1775 to
enforce the Continental Association banning all trade with Britain. The committees, located in 18 counties and 4 towns
throughout North Carolina, performed such duties as spreading Whig [3] propaganda, making military preparations,
enforcing price ceilings on strategic items, seizing and selling imported goods, reshipping enslaved people and other
imports, punishing violators of the Continental Association with boycotts, and regulating public morals. The Committees of
Safety, particularly the Wilmington-New Hanover committee, one of the most active, contributed to the breakdown of the
royal government in North Carolina by causing Governor Josiah Martin [4] to flee in fear in June 1775 to Fort Johnston [5],
on the mouth of the Cape Fear River [6], and then to the British warship Cruizer.

The Assembly, dissolved by Martin on 8 Apr. 1775 for its endorsement of the Committees of Safety, was replaced by the
Third Provincial Congress of North Carolina on 20 Aug. 1775. The congress proceeded to declare itself the temporary
government and created the Provincial Council to oversee security in the colony and direct the activities of the
Committees of Safety.
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