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Dramatic Arts- Part 1: Introduction

(Click to see larger). Aerial view,
Raleigh Little Theatre and site of
Rose Garden, 1949. From the North
Carolina State Archives, call #:
Dramatic Arts- Part 2: Early Productions and Important PlaywrightsiN.53.15.3019. U
Dramatic Arts- Part 3: Community Theaters and School-Related Programsis)
Dramatic Arts- Part 4: Professional Companies and Festivalsig

Theater productions have been a vital part of the culture and entertainment of North Carolinians since colonial times.
Much of the success of North Carolina's theater tradition can be attributed to innovative statewide service organizations.
The Institute of Outdoor Drama 101, the North Carolina Arts Council 115, and the North Carolina Theater Conference iz
support new and evolving groups, assist in organizational growth, act as a clearinghouse for information, and represent
the theater community as a collective voice. The Arts Council, part of the_Department of Cultural Resources 3, has been
a state agency since 1967. The section that deals with theater operated separately as N.C. Theater Arts from 1972 until
1981. The North Carolina Theater Conference, founded in 1970, offers support and a conduit for communication to all
levels of theater, both to theater companies and individual practitioners. At the local level, the state boasts more than 100
arts councils, including one of the country's oldest, the Arts Council of Winston-Salem/Forsyth County 4, founded in
1949. By the early 2000s there were at least 780 theater providers (organizations and individuals) in North Carolina, with
at least one in almost every county.

Keep reading >>Dramatic Arts- Part 2: Early Productions and Important Playwrightsis » f6]
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