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The Farmers Union, officially the Farmers Educational

Members of the Farmers Union photographed at Erwin Chapel near Erwin in Harnett County, ca. 1905.
North Carolina Collection, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill Library.  and Cooperative
Union, was organized in Texas in 1902 to improve the educational, economic, social, and political condition of southern
farmers. In 1905 S. H. Colwick of Texas moved to Cleveland County [2], N.C., and by 1906 he had organized 11 local
Farmers Unions, which then formed the Cleveland County Farmers Union. The national union sent organizers into North
Carolina in 1907, and growth in membership was sufficiently rapid to spark publication of the Carolina Union Farmer in
Charlotte [3] that same year. The following year the North Carolina division of the Farmers Union was organized in
Charlotte. By 1912, the year of the union's greatest strength, the organization had 33,000 members in the state, numbers
it was unable to maintain.

In 1913 the Carolina Union Farmer was sold to the Progressive Farmer [4], which in turn promised to publish items of
specific interest to the Farmers Union. In 1919 the North Carolina division withdrew its membership from the national
union in protest over the amount demanded for national dues ($100). In its heyday, the state union lobbied for the creation
of farm-life schools [5] in 1911, organized farmers' cooperatives, and pressed for a system of rural credit. It provided social
activities in the form of picnics, rallies, and monthly meetings. The state union was unable, however, to sustain the
cooperatives, compete with other farm organizations [6], or hold onto its local unions and membership. The North Carolina
Farmers Union was defunct by the close of 1928.
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