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Badge from the 18th reunion meeting of the
North Carolina Division to the United
Confederate Veterans, 1925, featuring the
slogan 'First at Bethel - Last at Appomattox.'  [2]"First at Bethel, Farthest to the Front at Gettysburg and Chickamauga, and
Last at Appomattox" is a traditional saying honoring the role of North Carolina's soldiers in the Civil War [3]. Editor Walter
Clark [4], later chief justice of the Supreme Court of North Carolina [5], encouraged its use as early as 1901. The initial three
words, "First at Bethel," hold a double meaning. The First Regiment of North Carolina Volunteers was instrumental in
winning a Confederate victory at Bethel, Va., on 10 June 1861, the first land battle of the war; this engagement took the
life of Tarboro resident Henry Lawson Wyatt [6], the first Confederate soldier to die in action.

During the Battle of Gettysburg [7], North Carolina infantrymen advanced the greatest distance against withering Union
gunfire on 3 July 1863 in an attack commonly known as Pickett's Charge. Some credit the 58th North Carolina Regiment
with the deepest penetration of enemy lines on Snodgrass Hill at Chickamauga on 20 Sept. 1863, although at least one
historian contends that battle conditions made the claim impossible to substantiate. Finally, the men of Company D, 30th
North Carolina Regiment, fired the last shots on federal forces at Appomattox on 9 Apr. 1865, the day Gen. Robert E. Lee
surrendered his Army of Northern Virginia to Union general Ulysses S. Grant.
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