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1861-1941

Buffalo Soldier & officer. In 1890 awarded Medal of Honor. His long career exemplified struggles of black soldiers of the
era.

Photograph of the NC Highway Historical
Marker for William McBryar, located at East
Market and Dudley Streets in Greensboro,
NC. Image used courtesy of the Research
Branch, NC Office of Archives and History.  [3]William McBryar was the only enlisted member of the 10th Cavalry to
receive the Medal of Honor prior to the Spanish-American War. He was the second African-American from North Carolina
to be so honored. Born in Elizabethtown, he enlisted in the army in New York in 1887. Older than most recruits, he was
better educated, having completed three years of college. He joined Company K at Fort Grant, Arizona, following the
1886 capture of Geronimo; his outfit spent much of 1887 pursuing an Apache guerilla named "Kid." The following year
McBryar suffered abdominal injuries when a horse fell on him.

A good soldier and skilled cavalryman, McBryar was promoted to sergeant and first sergeant. In 1890 McBryar was
involved in a 200-mile pursuit of five fugitive Apaches. When the hostile Indians took shelter in a cave, McBryar fired his
rifle at rocks along the edge of the cave sending bullet fragments and splintered rock flying at the trapped men. The
Apaches entrapment resulted in their surrender. McBryar was awarded the Medal of Honor for “coolness, bravery, and
good marksmanship.”

McBryar remained in the army, serving during the Spanish-American War with the 25th Infantry in Cuba. There he
commanded a platoon, since his company lacking commissioned officers. He was commended for leadership in what was
a pivotal battle in the campaign. McBryar received a commission in 1898 and was sent to Fort Thomas, Kentucky, as a
lieutenant in the 8th Volunteer Infantry. When his unit was mustered out in 1899, McBryar reenlisted as a private and went
to fight in the Philippines, becoming a quartermaster and first lieutenant.

For years McBryar tried to become a regular commissioned officer, and was supported by his white commanders who
considered him competent and intelligent. However, in 1901 after fourteen years of service, McBryar’s unit was mustered
out and he found himself at the bottom of the ladder once again. He rejoined the Buffalo Soldiers as a private in 1905, but
due to rheumatism, was discharged a year later, and moved to Greensboro. McBryar tried civilian careers including
farmer, military school instructor, and watchman at Arlington Cemetery. During World War I, he again tried to reenter the
Army. He died in 1941 and was buried at Arlington National Cemetery.

References:

Frank Shubert, Black Valor: Buffalo Soldiers and the Medal of Honor, 1870-1898 (1997)

Preston E. Amos, Above and Beyond in the West: Black Medal of Honor Winners, 1870-1890 (1974)

Medal of Honor websites: https://homeofheroes.com/ [4]; http://www.cmohs.org [5]

1

https://www.ncpedia.org
https://www.ncpedia.org/
https://www.ncpedia.org/william-mcbrayer
https://www.dncr.nc.gov/about-us/history/division-historical-resources/nc-highway-historical-marker-program
http://ncmarkers.com/marker_photo.aspx?sf=a&id=J-108
https://homeofheroes.com/
https://www.cmohs.org/


Additional Resources:

Photograph of William McBryar. The Hall of Valor Project. https://valor.militarytimes.com/hero/3161 [6] (accessed July 25,
2018).

National Museum of African American History, Smithsonian Institution. "Buffalo Soldiers."
https://nmaahc.si.edu/explore/stories/buffalo-soldiers [7] (accessed July 25, 2018).
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