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"Goodliest Soile under the Cope of Heaven"
by William S. Powell [2], 2006

"Goodliest Soile under the Cope of Heaven" is the phrase used by Ralph Lane [3], leader of one of Sir Walter Raleigh [4]'s Roanoke voyages [5], to describe the coastal region of North Carolina. Lane
penned the description in a letter to Richard Hakluyt the elder on 3 Sept. 1585. The oft-quoted phrase, which is sometimes rendered incorrectly as the "Goodliest lande under the cope of heaven," is
revered by North Carolinians as a romantic and fitting expression of the natural beauty of the state.

Part of a letter to Richard Hakluyt by Ralph Lane, dated September 3, 1585. Image from The Third and Last Volume
of the Voyages, Navigations, Traffiques and Discoveries of the English Nation, 1600.  [6]
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