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Bauer, Rachael Blythe
by Andrea Smythe, September 2023

May 15, 1870 – January 9, 1897

A photograph of Rachael Blythe Bauer taken by Harry L. Perkins in
Baltimore, Maryland, ca. 1880-1890s. See also: Bauer, Adolphus Gustavus [2]

Rachael Blythe Bauer, stenographer and typist,  was a Cherokee woman who married architect Adolphus Gustavus (A.G.) Bauer [2]. She was also the mother of Fred B.
Bauer [3], vice-chief of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians tribe. 

Rachael was likely three-quarters Cherokee. Her children are both listed as three-eighths on the 1908 census of the Eastern Band of Cherokee tribe. A later application to
the tribe stated that Rachael was five-eighths Cherokee.  Records for her children Fred B. Bauer and Owena A. Bauer in the Eastern Band of Cherokee Applications of
the U.S. Court of Claims, 1906–1909  list their mother’s Cherokee ancestors.  Rachael’s parents are noted as being Johnson Blythe (John Cin-ih on the 1851 Siler Roll)
and Nannie Long. Her grandparents on her father’s side are Jackson Blythe and Sah-do-yih (Sah-ti-ih on the 1851 Siler Roll). The applications list Rachael’s maternal
grandparents as Di-dah-li-do-gih and Ga-nun-na-di-ski.  These names as spelled did not appear on the Siler Roll or any previous census of the Eastern Cherokee tribe,
but spelling of American Indian names varied greatly between records due to the phonetic interpretation of the names by the census taker.

Rachael was educated at the Oxford Orphan’s Asylum [4] (now the Masonic home for children at Oxford) in her youth. The Asylum was a Masonic orphanage that opened
in 1873.  In a letter from A.G. Bauer to his sister, he shared that Rachael “never had parents from the time she was three.” On the 1880 census of Granville County, an
American Indian girl named Rachael Johnson, age eleven, is listed as a resident of Oxford Orphan’s Asylum. It is likely that Rachael was enrolled at the orphanage and
her father’s first name was mistakenly used as her last name. Rachael Blythe appears on the 1884 Hester Roll census of the Eastern Cherokee with a listed age of
thirteen years old.  She is shown to be living in a household with Jackson and Elizabeth Blythe along with three older boys, William H., James, and David.  At this time,
Rachael is denoted as being an orphan and the listed relationship to Jackson is granddaughter.  
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A photograph of Rachael Blythe Bauer, ca. 1880-1890s. James
and David Blythe, sons of Rachael’s grandfather Jackson, were admitted to Oxford Orphan’s Asylum in 1873.  Though Jackson was still alive in 1873, his second wife,
Ah-leh, (alternative spellings Au-lee, Ollie, Olla) had died and orphanages often accepted children with only one living parent.  Rachael Blythe does not appear on the list
of enrollees, but more than half of that initial list was lost.  Not much is known about Rachael’s time at the orphanage, but children there were given domestic and
vocational training. A 1922 pictorial history shows that the children learned woodworking, telegraphy, and shoemaking in addition to skills such as cooking, sewing, and
farming.  The children at the orphanage worked at the printing press where The Orphan’s Friend and Masonic Journal was published. In 1884, Rachael was recruited to
be a secretary for the superintendent of the orphanage, John Haymes Mills [5], when he left Oxford to open an orphanage in Thomasville.

In September 1890, Rachael moved to Raleigh to begin formal study of stenography and typography at the Raleigh Business College. She had previously attended
Judson Female College in Hendersonville.  In May 1891, Rachael worked with her professor, J.P. Matheny to create stenographic records for the King’s Daughter and
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Sons [6] convention.  A month later, Rachael completed her studies and had accepted employment in an R. D. Robinson’s insurance office in Raleigh. Rachael and
Adolphus Gustavus Bauer were both listed as lodgers of a boarding house on Fayetteville Street in 1891. This is likely where A.G. and Rachael met. 

In 1892, Rachael moved to Asheville for six months to work as a stenographer and typist with Gash & Company.  Rachael served as the official stenographer for the
Teacher’s Assembly meeting the summer of 1893. 

Rachael and A. G. Bauer married in the home of Rachael’s former professor, J.P. Matheny, in Washington, D.C. on June 18, 1895.  Newspaper announcements shared
that the marriage was performed in D.C. due to North Carolina's miscegenation laws [7]. Miscegenation laws prohibited the marriage between a white person and anyone
of Black or American Indian descent.  There was speculation that the marriage would not be recognized in the state and that Rachael and Bauer could be “liable to
indictment [8]” upon returning to North Carolina.  However, upon Rachael’s return to Raleigh in July, two weeks after her husband, no legal action was taken against either
of them.

The Bauers’ first child, a daughter named Owena(h), was born in October 1895, shortly after the wedding.  In his diary and in a letter to his sister, A.G. Bauer revealed that
he and Rachael had been secretly married on November 15, 1894. The secret marriage  accounts for the short span between their marriage in D.C. and the birth of their
daughter.  Rachael stayed with friends in Chapel Hill from August to November 1895, possibly to hide her pregnancy.  
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Rachael’s monument at Oakwood Cemetery, September 2023.
Rachael was pregnant with their second child in May 1896 when her husband was struck by a train while traveling in an open buggy.  Newspaper accounts of the incident
[9] state that “the vehicle and occupants were carried nearly a hundred feet down the track.”  A.G. Bauer received a head injury from the accident and was hospitalized for a
month.  He continued to suffer from headaches, dizziness, and depression as a result for the remainder of his life.  Letters Rachael sent during this time revealed that she
was concerned with the family finances, as well as her husband’s mood and health. In an October 1896 letter to a friend, Rachael shared that she was suffering from
dysentery. In December 1896, Rachael birthed their second child, Fred Blythe Bauer.  

Rachael died on January 9, 1897, two weeks after the birth of her son. Childbirth was not the direct cause of her death, but the intense physical effort may have worsened
a pre-existing illness.  Wake County records list her cause of death as an inflammation of her intestines, likely related to the dysentery she wrote about the previous year. 
The Matheny family sent a letter to Bauer with their condolences and stated that “to know Rachael was to love her.” Her funeral was held at the First Baptist Church in
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Raleigh on January 10th.  She is buried [10] in Oakwood Cemetery.  

The memorial for Rachael at Oakwood was specially designed by Bauer and is said to be a replica of the “temple of Diana at Ephesus.”  Newspapers throughout the state
shared the story of Rachael and Bauer’s relationship many years after their deaths and included a detailed description of the monument.  In March 1897, the NC
legislature passed a special bill [11] “validating the marriage of A. G. Bauer and Rachael Blythe.”  

After Rachael’s death, her children Owena and Fred were sent to live with family as Bauer was in poor health due to his traumatic brain injury. On May 12, 1898, A.G.
Bauer died by suicide, leaving a note stating that he wished to be buried in Raleigh next to his wife. 

Owena may have split her time between her family in Ohio and Qualla Township, NC. Census records list her as the ward of James Blythe, but also show her as living in
Ohio in the home of John and Augusta Schick. Owena later married Roy Frye of Ohio. The 1898 census records reveal that Fred lived with his great-half-uncle, James
Blythe.  He attended the Carlisle Indian School [12], a “government run boarding school for Native Americans… with the goal of forced assimilation,” in Pennsylvania from
1911 until the school closed in 1918. Fred married Catherine A. Dotterwick in 1927. He served as the vice-chief of the Eastern Band of the Cherokee Indian tribe from
1935 to 1939.
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Archives General Negative Collection: N.2012.9.206 Rachael Blythe Bauer. 

“Rachael Blythe Bauer, 2012; c. 1880s-1890s.” Photograph. Undated. From the North Carolina State Archives General Negative Collection: N.2012.9.207 Rachael Blythe
Bauer. 

Smythe, Andrea. “Memorial for Rachael Blythe Bauer.” Photograph. Sept. 14, 2023. 
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