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Sir Robert Heath [2] (1575-1649), attorney general of England during the reign of King Charles I [3], in 1629 received from
Charles a patent for all lands in America between 31° and 36° north latitude. The territory granted was named "Carolana
[4]" in honor of the king and extended from the Atlantic Coast to the South Seas (Pacific Ocean). Within less than a year, a
Huguenot [5] refugee in England, the baron de Sancé, was negotiating with Heath to establish a colony somewhere
between Cape Fear [6] and Albemarle Sound. No settlement resulted, however, and in 1638 Heath conveyed his interest in
Carolana to Henry Frederick Howard, Lord Maltravers. Maltravers and subsequent claimants under the grant also failed to
organize any settlements.

Although the Heath patent contained no clause requiring the seating of colonists within Carolana, in 1663 and 1665 King
Charles II [7] conveyed the territory, renamed "Carolina," to the eight Lords Proprietors [8], under the presumption that the
Heath patent had lapsed. Claimants continued to contest the grants of the 1660s, however, and in 1768 the Heath title
was finally extinguished with the Crown's compensatory grant of 100,000 acres in the colony of New York to the
descendant of Daniel Coxe [9], who had acquired the Heath claim in 1696.
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