
Published on NCpedia (https://www.ncpedia.org)

Home > History of the Dividing Line

History of the Dividing Line [1]

History of the Dividing Line
by Lindley S. Butler, 2006

History of the Dividing Line [2] refers to the lively account, written by Virginia commissioner William Byrd II [3], of the North
Carolina-Virginia boundary line that was surveyed by a joint commission in 1728 because the Carolinas were to be sold to
the Crown by their Lords Proprietors [4]. The work, whose complete title is The History of the Dividing Line betwixt Virginia
and North Carolina. Run in the Year of our Lord 1728, has become a classic of southern colonial literature [5].

The boundary expedition was the first exploration of much of the border region, and the urbane Byrd vividly described the
natural wonders, flora [6], fauna [7], and Indians [8]of the area. His humorous sketches of the lazy Carolina frontier folk,
inhabiting a "Lubberland," have entertained readers since the publication of the narrative in 1841. Byrd was so taken with
the beauty and apparent fertility of the Dan River Valley that he acquired 20,000 acres of the region from the North
Carolina commissioners and named his tract the "Land of Eden."
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