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MNorRTH CAROLINA DAT.

e

SUBJECT: FIRST ANGLO-3AXON SETTLEMENT IN AMERICA.

e

FROGRAM OF EXERCISES

. Bomag—0Our Fathers' God, to Thee.

. REapiNg—S8keteh of Sir Walter Raleigh, the Father of Anglo-Saxon
Colonization in Americ.

()

=

. DECLAMATION=—Sir Walter Raleigh and Virginia Dare—
By Joz. W. Holden.

'S

. HEADING—Sketch of the Landing.
From Hawks History.

5., SoNG—" Ho! for Carolina.*—W. B, Hourrell,
G BRETOH OF THE SETTLEMENT OF ROANOEE ISLanbD—
By @ruham Doves,
From M. ©. Booklet.
7. ReoiTaTioN oR (READING).
() The Mystery of Croatan—By Margarel J. Preston.
() Roanoke Island—ByFred. A Olds.

4. ADDRESS BY LoOAL ORATOR.
4. Recrration—Poem, * My Native State "—By H. J. Stockard,

10, GENERAL Discussion.
Topics—(a) Are the Croatan Indians the Lost Colony ?
(B) Why Did the Attempt to Colonize North Carolina
Fail ¥
1. So¥a—In Conclusion—** The Old North State "— By Gaston.
sk Walrer RarrmaH—By Henry Jerome Stockard.

Program of exercises for the first North Carolina Day,

1901. zINorth Carolina Day was a program presented in North Carolina's
public schools during the early years of the twentieth century that was designed to "awaken a proper pride in the history of
the state." The state's educational system 5 had been ruined in the financial collapse following theCivil War 4. During
Reconstruction s, the Republican g1 government passed the Constitution of 1868 7, which mandated that the state provide
uniform, free public schools for all children between the ages of 6 and 21. These schools were also required to be
operated for four months out of the year. Despite the intentions of the 1868 constitution, North Carolinians were
disinterested in public education. Taxes were not levied and four-month sessions were ignored. As a result, illiteracy in the
state rose and the quality of education worsened. When economic conditions in the state improved in the 1890s, new
interest in the improvement of the public schools gained support.

By 1900, state officials began to emphasize education in North Carolina, sparking other cultural interests among North
Carolinians. In September 1900, a group of citizens met in Raleigh to form the Literary and Historical Association (s}, an
organization devoted to the stimulation of literary and historical activity in North Carolina. The following year, the
association began to sponsor North Carolina Day in the statewide public school system, and it continued to be celebrated
for the next 25 years.

The purpose of this initiative was to set aside one day out of the school year to focus on one aspect of the state's history.
The Literary and Historical Association created booklets 12 on each year's topic for the schools. During the first years of
the program, the topics covered broad concepts, such as the first English settlements g1 in America and North Carolina.
The 1904 North Carolina Day focused on the Pamlico 1iq section of the state. The day's program opened with a prayer and
the singing of "My Country, 'Tis of Thee." Readings and recitations covered various topics related to the Pamlico area, all
of which the students were to have read and studied in preparation for the day. Topics included De Graffenreid's colony at
New Bern, the Cary Rebellion 1115, the death ofJohn Lawson 125, early education in the region, andfishing 113 in eastern
North Carolina. Questions were posed of the students, and the whole program concluded with the singing of "The Old
North State 14."

Additional Resources:

North Carolina. Dept. of Public Instruction. Program of Exercises for North Carolina Day. Raleigh, N.C.:Edwards &
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