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Unidentified girl playing piano at Peace or Meredith College, Raleigh,
NC, probably 1910s. From the Barden Collection, North Carolina State
Archives, call #: N.53.16.4348.  [2]

Pianos were ubiquitous in North Carolina homes, churches, and schools from the late eighteenth century to the middle of the
twentieth century. By the late 1700s, pianos were imported to America by affluent families, including those living in North
Carolina's coastal [3] towns and on the large plantations of the eastern plain.

Antebellum [4] North Carolina families could purchase a piano for between $200 and $300. Many homes had at least one
instrument, and music became a focus of life, especially under the influence of German [5] immigrants and the Moravians [6] of
Old Salem [7]. In the antebellum period, piano playing was considered an important skill for women to learn, as it bestowed
grace on the household. The piano was not associated with the fine arts during the period of its greatest popularity but was
the centerpiece of home entertainment.

Through most of the nineteenth century, students learned piano playing mostly through private instructors. At least one
institution offered piano instruction as early as 1800, after Moravian families requested it for their daughters enrolled in the
girls' school at Salem. Raleigh [8]'s Peace College [9] employed a German piano instructor in the 1880s, and the State Normal
and Industrial School in Greensboro [10] (later the University of North Carolina at Greensboro [11]) offered lessons in piano
playing and the playing of other stringed instruments in 1899 in order to train musicians for schools, churches, and other
community groups. In 1920 State Normal was likely the first college in the South to offer a major in public school music. That
year the college started the Annual High School Music Contest, further boosting interest in the piano. The contest featured 13
elite high school piano students from around the state. As an outgrowth of this contest, the North Carolina Music Teachers
Association [12] organized in 1959 at the Woman's College of the University of North Carolina (formerly State Normal). Since
1961 this organization has continued sponsoring student auditions and workshops for piano teachers.

While the earliest pianos in North Carolina were imported from Europe, by the early nineteenth century pianos were being
manufactured in North Carolina and other states. Beginning in 1958, Sam Westbrook produced pianos in Marion [13] until he
sold his business in the 1970s. That manufacturing operation continued until 1982 under the name Currier. Kohler & Campbell
[14], a New York company founded in 1896, manufactured pianos in Granite Falls [15], N.C., from 1954 to 1985, selling them
under the names Kohler and Brambach [16]. The Marantz Piano Company of Morganton [17] built pianos under the names
Marantz, Grand, Kincaid, and Jesse French until 1984.

North Carolina's involvement with the piano is reflected in many of its major music festivals, which feature a number of piano
events. Since 1936 the Brevard Music Center [18] and festival, held from late June to mid-August, hosts as many as 70,000
people a season. The Eastern Music Festival [19], resident for six weeks each summer at Guilford College [20] in Greensboro [10],
began in 1962 as a music camp. Over four decades it has built a reputation that draws students and faculty from most of the
50 states and a dozen foreign countries.

References:

Alfred Dolge, Pianos and Their Makers (1972).

1

https://www.ncpedia.org
https://www.ncpedia.org/
https://www.ncpedia.org/pianos
https://www.flickr.com/photos/north-carolina-state-archives/2347282219/
https://www.ncpedia.org/geography/region/coastal-plain
https://www.ncpedia.org/history/1776-1860/antebellum-begins
https://www.ncpedia.org/german-settlers
https://www.ncpedia.org/moravians
https://www.ncpedia.org/salem
https://www.ncpedia.org/geography/raleigh
https://www.ncpedia.org/peace-college
https://www.ncpedia.org/greensboro-0
https://www.ncpedia.org/university-north-carolina-greensbor
http://www.ncmta.org/
https://maps.google.com/maps?oe=utf-8&client=firefox-a&q=marion+nc&ie=UTF-8&hq=&hnear=0x8850b2f031f5e3d1:0x59da546636278aa,Marion,+NC&gl=us&ei=DN8bULWaKMrf0QHy0ID4Cg&ved=0CKYBELYD
http://www.kohlerandcampbell.com/
http://mtr.arcade-museum.com/MTR-1954-113-14/MTR-1954-113-14-06.pdf
http://mtr.arcade-museum.com/MTR-1931-90-6/MTR-1931-90-6-36.pdf
https://maps.google.com/maps?hl=en&client=firefox-a&q=morganton+nc&ie=UTF-8&hq=&hnear=0x8850ce277a52c4bd:0xdd6713a2e4018683,Morganton,+NC&gl=us&ei=--EbUJvAIIXc0QGPqIH4Dw&sqi=2&ved=0CKUBELYD
https://www.ncpedia.org/brevard-music-center
https://www.ncpedia.org/eastern-music-festival
https://www.ncpedia.org/guilford-college
https://www.ncpedia.org/greensboro-0


Arthur Loesser, Men, Women, and Pianos (1954).

Image Credit:

Unidentified girl playing piano at Peace or Meredith College, Raleigh, NC, probably 1910s. From the Barden Collection, North
Carolina State Archives, call #:  N.53.16.4348. Available from https://www.flickr.com/photos/north-carolina-state-
archives/2347282219/ [2] (accessed August 3, 2012).

Subjects: 
Music [21]

Authors: 
Fick, Virginia Gunn [22]

Origin - location: 
Forsyth County [23]

Guilford County [24]

Greensboro [25]

From: 
Encyclopedia of North Carolina, University of North Carolina Press. [26]

1 January 2006 | Fick, Virginia Gunn

Source URL:https://www.ncpedia.org/pianos

Links
[1] https://www.ncpedia.org/pianos [2] https://www.flickr.com/photos/north-carolina-state-archives/2347282219/ [3]
https://www.ncpedia.org/geography/region/coastal-plain [4] https://www.ncpedia.org/history/1776-1860/antebellum-begins [5]
https://www.ncpedia.org/german-settlers [6] https://www.ncpedia.org/moravians [7] https://www.ncpedia.org/salem [8]
https://www.ncpedia.org/geography/raleigh [9] https://www.ncpedia.org/peace-college [10] https://www.ncpedia.org/greensboro-0 [11]
https://www.ncpedia.org/university-north-carolina-greensbor [12] http://www.ncmta.org/ [13] https://maps.google.com/maps?oe=utf-8&amp;client=firefox-
a&amp;q=marion+nc&amp;ie=UTF-
8&amp;hq=&amp;hnear=0x8850b2f031f5e3d1:0x59da546636278aa,Marion,+NC&amp;gl=us&amp;ei=DN8bULWaKMrf0QHy0ID4Cg&amp;ved=0CKYBELYD
[14] http://www.kohlerandcampbell.com/ [15] http://mtr.arcade-museum.com/MTR-1954-113-14/MTR-1954-113-14-06.pdf [16] http://mtr.arcade-
museum.com/MTR-1931-90-6/MTR-1931-90-6-36.pdf [17] https://maps.google.com/maps?hl=en&amp;client=firefox-
a&amp;q=morganton+nc&amp;ie=UTF-8&amp;hq=&amp;hnear=0x8850ce277a52c4bd:0xdd6713a2e4018683,Morganton,+NC&amp;gl=us&amp;ei=--
EbUJvAIIXc0QGPqIH4Dw&amp;sqi=2&amp;ved=0CKUBELYD [18] https://www.ncpedia.org/brevard-music-center [19] https://www.ncpedia.org/eastern-
music-festival [20] https://www.ncpedia.org/guilford-college [21] https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/music [22]
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/authors/fick-virginia-gunn [23] https://www.ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmont-3 [24]
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmont-4 [25] https://www.ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmon-21 [26]
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/encyclopedia-

2

https://www.flickr.com/photos/north-carolina-state-archives/2347282219/
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/music
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/authors/fick-virginia-gunn
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmont-3
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmont-4
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmon-21
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/encyclopedia-
https://www.ncpedia.org/pianos
https://www.ncpedia.org/pianos
https://www.ncpedia.org/geography/region/coastal-plain
https://www.ncpedia.org/history/1776-1860/antebellum-begins
https://www.ncpedia.org/german-settlers
https://www.ncpedia.org/moravians
https://www.ncpedia.org/salem
https://www.ncpedia.org/geography/raleigh
https://www.ncpedia.org/peace-college
https://www.ncpedia.org/greensboro-0
https://www.ncpedia.org/university-north-carolina-greensbor
https://www.ncpedia.org/brevard-music-center
https://www.ncpedia.org/eastern-music-festival
https://www.ncpedia.org/guilford-college
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/music
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/authors/fick-virginia-gunn
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmont-3
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmont-4
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmon-21
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/encyclopedia-

	Pianos [1]
	Pianos

