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Primogeniture was the name for the English law that made the oldest son heir to a family estate if the head of the family
died without a will or without providing for some disposition of his or her property. This practice was intended to preserve
large estates in aristocratic England. For a number of reasons, including their greater desire to duplicate the English way
of life, the southern American colonies adhered more closely to the practice of primogeniture than did the colonies in the
North. As early as 1762, however, the North Carolina Assembly provided that, in cases of intestacy [2], a wife was to
receive one-third of landed property with "all the rest by equal Portions, to and amongst the Children [3]." After the
Revolution [4], the state legislature [5] also ended primogeniture with a bill in 1784 requiring that land be divided equally
among all children in cases where no will existed. By the end of the eighteenth century, primogeniture had been abolished
everywhere in the United States.
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