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See also: North Carolina Mutual Life Insurance Company [2].

John Merrick. NC Historical
Marker G-109. Image courtesy
of NC Office of Archives &
History.  [3]The Royal Knights of King David [4] was an organization formed in 1883 by John Merrick
[5], modeled after a similar group in Georgia. Merrick, a black Durham businessman who owned a chain of five
barbershops, incorporated the North Carolina body in his own name, with W. G. Pearson as president. Organized as a
fraternal and social group with religious overtones, the Royal Knights also provided insurance for members; indeed,
providing insurance was one of the primary objectives Merrick envisioned for the organization.

A "Lady Knights Department" was formed in order "to unite fraternally all acceptable colored women of any reputable
profession, business or organization" to assist one another. Membership included provisions for life insurance coverage
and burial expenses. The constitution of the Durham unit permitted as many as six men to join the Lady Knights, but they
were not allowed to vote or hold office, and their primary purpose was to act as pallbearers at the funerals of members.

In 1898 Merrick built upon the insurance activities of the Royal Knights to organize the business that became the North
Carolina Mutual Life Insurance Company [6].

References:

R. McCants Andrews, John Merrick: A Biographical Sketch (1920).

Walter B. Weare, Black Business in the New South (1973).

Additional Resources:

John Merrick's House, UNC Libraries: http://mainstreet.lib.unc.edu/projects/durham/index.php/markers/view/140 [7]

North Carolina Mutual: http://www.ncmutuallife.com/newsite/pages/founders.html [6]

"John Merrick 1859-1919." N.C. Highway Historical Marker G-109, N.C. Office of Archives & History.
https://www.ncdcr.gov/about/history/division-historical-resources/nc-highway-historical-marker-program/Markers.aspx?
sp=Markers&k=Markers&sv=G-109 [8]

Image Credit:

"John Merrick 1859-1919." N.C. Highway Historical Marker G-109, N.C. Office of Archives & History.
https://www.ncdcr.gov/about/history/division-historical-resources/nc-highway-historical-marker-program/Markers.aspx?
sp=Markers&k=Markers&sv=G-109 [8] (accessed August 20, 2012).
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