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Emigrants from Bern, Switzerland [3], and the German Palatinate [4], led by a minor Swiss nobleman, Baron Christoph von Graffenried
[5], are credited with establishing New Bern [6] (North Carolina's second-oldest town) as well as being among the earliest settlers of
Craven [7] and Jones [8] Counties. The Swiss were paupers whom the city government of Bern looked upon as undesirables and
wished to remove from the area. The German Palatines, who were larger in number, were primarily residents from the Palatinate
area located along the Rhine River [9]. They had suffered from repeated wars, particularly the then-ongoing War of the Spanish
Succession [10] (1701-14), and an exceptionally harsh winter in 1708 that induced thousands to flee their homeland for better lives
elsewhere. Many Palatines were lured by advertisements distributed by agents from Carolina and Pennsylvania who hoped to attract
settlers to their still sparsely settled colonies. Others were influenced by the writings of a German pastor extolling the glories of the
New World, which hinted that Queen Anne of England [11] might grant passage to America to Palatines.

Queen Anne did in fact see her country as the protector of European Protestantism and looked favorably upon the idea of providing
aid to the impoverished German emigrants, many, though not all, of whom were Protestants. Her intent coincided with the need of
the Proprietors [12] of Carolina and Pennsylvania for settlers. By 1709, as suffering increased in Germany, 1,000 refugees a week
began making their way up the Rhine River and over to England. Within a short time, London was crowded with homeless refugees
who lived in tents along the banks of the Thames River [13]. Colonization was seen as one solution to the problem.

New Bern Jail, Craven St., New
Bern, NC, c.1864 (copied from the
North Carolina Collection, UNC-CH).
From General Negative Collection,
North Carolina State Archives (call
#: N_71_1_3792), Raleigh, NC.  [14]The idea of a settlement in Carolina was conceived by Georg Ritter and Company of Bern [15],
which saw an American colony as as an opportunity to profit from mining ventures in the New World and financial grants from the
Bernese and English governments for transporting the settlers to Carolina. The company purchased 10,000 acres between the
Neuse [16] and Cape Fear Rivers [17] from the Carolina Proprietors, who offered the land at a low price. Graffenried himself purchased
5,000 acres and was given a title of nobility in the colony under the feudal system designated by the Fundamental Constitutions of
Carolina [18]. He also assumed direction of the entire project.

In January 1710 the Palatines sailed from Gravesend under John Lawson [19], surveyor general of Carolina, while Graffenried himself
remained in England to await the Swiss. They endured an overly long voyage of 13 weeks, during which more than half of them died
from close confinement, meager provisions, spoiled meat, and other hardships. Off the coast of Virginia, one of the ships, filled with
supplies, was plundered by a French privateer. These misfortunes were followed by a fever epidemic when the Palatines reached
land.

The survivors proceeded to the Chowan River, where they purchased supplies from planter Thomas Pollock [20], and then traveled
through the sounds to the Neuse River [16]. Lawson settled them at the fork of the Neuse and the Trent River. During the summer,
almost all fell ill, and many sold their clothes to English settlers in the area in return for food.

1

https://www.ncpedia.org
https://www.ncpedia.org/
https://www.ncpedia.org/swiss-and-palatine-settlers
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2003671634/
https://maps.google.com/maps?oe=utf-8&client=firefox-a&q=Bern,+Switzerland&ie=UTF-8&hq=&hnear=0x478e39c0d43a1b77:0xcb555ffe0457659a,Berne,+Switzerland&gl=us&ei=1NwsUNryDKK6yQGQjYCQAw&ved=0CJ0BELYD
http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/439207/Palatinate
https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/graffenried-baron
https://maps.google.com/maps?oe=utf-8&client=firefox-a&q=New+Bern&ie=UTF-8&hq=&hnear=0x89a8d06ec57ecbf9:0x7b0e42e4e4e60070,New+Bern,+NC&gl=us&ei=Kd0sUKbYG_CGyQGJyYDwBw&ved=0CJoBELYD
https://www.ncpedia.org/geography/craven
https://www.ncpedia.org/geography/jones
https://maps.google.com/maps?oe=utf-8&client=firefox-a&q=Rhine+River&ie=UTF-8&hq=&hnear=0x47b89df967c11a89:0x2a27f281966af560,Rhine&gl=us&ei=c90sUIy6GOO5ygGrv4CYAw&ved=0CLEBELYD
http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/558207/War-of-the-Spanish-Succession
http://www.britannia.com/history/monarchs/mon52.html
https://www.ncpedia.org/lords-proprietors
https://maps.google.com/maps?oe=utf-8&client=firefox-a&q=Thames+River&ie=UTF-8&hq=&hnear=0x4876b6f3bba87f3f:0x2a0d8b242b5f8af0,River+Thames&gl=us&ei=et4sUNPEMcaDywGExoGYDA&ved=0CKwBELYD
https://www.flickr.com/photos/north-carolina-state-archives/4582543090/
https://docsouth.unc.edu/nc/graffenried/bio.html
https://www.ncpedia.org/rivers/neuse
https://www.ncpedia.org/rivers/cape-fear
https://www.ncpedia.org/fundamental-constitutions
https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/lawson-john
https://www.ncpedia.org/pollock-thomas
https://www.ncpedia.org/rivers/neuse


When Graffenried arrived with the Swiss, he acted swiftly to relieve the situation. Adequate supplies were unavailable locally as a
result of instability created by the Cary Rebellion [21], so he sent to Virginia and Pennsylvania for provisions. In order to avoid friction
with the Indians, Graffenried paid them for the same lands that he had already purchased from the Carolina Proprietors. He then
began to develop the settlement which he called Neuse Bern, or Bern on the Neuse. This was later corrupted by the English into the
present name, New Bern. Lots of 250 acres, located primarily along the Trent River, were assigned to families, while artisans,
including carpenters, blacksmiths, and shoemakers, were to reside in town. Graffenried designed the town in the shape of a cross,
with the intention of placing a church in the center. After a shaky beginning, the settlement began to prosper; the combined total of
Swiss and German settlers was approximately 400.

On 22 Sept. 1711, the Tuscarora Indians [22], angered by the enslavement of tribe members and unfair trading practices by white
settlers, surprised and killed approximately 130 persons along the Neuse, Trent, and Pamlico Rivers. The Tuscarora War [23], which
ended in 1713, nearly led to the destruction of the settlement around New Bern.

Graffenried fell deeply into debt and was unable to obtain provisions for his settlement. He returned to England in 1713, hoping to
borrow funds. Unsuccessful, he gave up his colony as a failure. The Palatines lost their lands to Pollock, who assumed ownership as
Graffenried's chief creditor. In 1749 they were granted equivalent lands, which were spread out over an extensive area, thereby
effectively dispersing Graffenried's original settlers.

The small number of settlers remaining, after losses due to disease, war, and the hardships of the ocean voyage, intermarried with
residents of other nationalities, and the Swiss-German community blended into the population at large. Their family names, however-
including Metz (Metts), Kernegee (Kornegay), Eibach (Ipock), Mueller (Miller), and Kuntz (Koonce)-are still prominent in eastern
North Carolina [24].
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