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1830–post-1897

Mary E. (Mollie) Jordan Gorman Weatherell, assistant editor of the Spirit of the Age [2] (Raleigh) [3], was born in Sussex
County, Va., the daughter of Martha and James M. Jordan. Her father, referred to as "a man of education," moved to
Raleigh [3] in late 1859 to become principal editor of the North Carolina Planter (1858–61). On 4 Dec. 1855 at Athelingay,
Isle of Wight County, Va., she married Alexander M. Gorman [4], of Raleigh, the editor and publisher of a temperance and
family newspaper, the Spirit of the Age, from its inception in 1849 to February 1864. Gorman was also owner and
publisher of the North Carolina Planter .

Substituting as editor of the Spirit of the Age [5] in the absence of her husband, starting on 10 Dec. 1856, Mollie Gorman
was immediately so popular that she was urged to take a permanent job with the paper. At once she became "editress" of
the erratic Ladies Department, to which she had been a contributor before her marriage, and made various improvements.
Obviously well educated, Mrs. Gorman wrote in a positive, often trenchant, style. Her persistent theme was the status of
women, and she urged recognition of the homemaker's contribution to society, a strengthened and more practical
education for women, a view of wives as equal partners in marriage, and a position of social dignity for unmarried women.
Secondarily, but warmly, she championed the development of southern literature [6], deploring the attachment of
southerners to northern magazines and books and asserting that the South was able to contend boldly for the prize of
excellence. With particular pride, she identified southern women then in journalism and free-lance writing, and her stated
purpose for the Ladies Department of the Spirit of the Age [2] was to make it the paper's most intellectual and attractive
feature.

In 1856 Alexander Gorman claimed for his paper—an assertion supported elsewhere—the largest circulation in the state,
a popularity that apparently continued through 1859. However, the Gormans quickly felt the impact of the Civil War, which
obscured the temperance cause and strained the family newspaper. By late 1861 the Ladies Department appeared
irregularly, although Mrs. Gorman's pen appeared intermittently until 1863 as she took her husband's place during his
absences on business. On 29 Feb. 1864 A. M. Gorman offered his paper for sale. He died less than a year later, leaving
his widow destitute with four small children. In the bankruptcy of the Confederacy, she was unable to collect debts, had
only meager provisions on hand, and was without liquid assets. A statement by her pastor praises her exemplary and
economical habits, the strict frugality and great resourcefulness required of her to support her family.

On 12 Mar. 1869 Mary E. Gorman married Wm. P. Weatherell, a native of Massachusetts who had settled in Raleigh [3].
With the four Gorman children—Maxwell J., George H., Florence P., and Alexander M.—they made their home for many
years at Martin and McDowell Streets, Raleigh, the site of the old Spirit of the Age office.
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