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Swan Ponds, Morganton vic., Burke County, North Carolina. Image
courtesy of Library of Congress. zlsaac Thomas Avery, politician, planter, and
banker, only son of Waightstill Avery 5 and Leah Probart Avery, was born at Swan Ponds,Burke County 4. He had little
formal education: he received an adequate education in the classics and some knowledge of science under Samuel Doak
51 at Washington College near Jonesboro in Washington County, Tenn., but he left the college at the age of sixteen when
his father, Waightstill Avery, became incapacitated. He returned home to manage the family's prospering estate and its
enslaved laborers as well as to accompany his father as he continued the practice of law.

The young Avery showed an early interest in politics, representing Burke County in the legislature for the first time in 1809
at the age of twenty-four and returning to the lower house in 1810 and 1811. After that time he never again sought public
office but continued to be a formidable figure in western North Carolina politics as an advisor to the governor, being three
times appointed to the governor's council. In 1824 he was a presidential elector from North Carolina, at which time he
initially supported Calhoun, who championed internal improvements. When Calhoun's star faded, however, he reluctantly
supported Andrew Jackson g over William H. Crawford. He was also a presidential elector forJohn Quincy Adams 7 in
1828. In 1815 he married Harriet Eloise Erwin, daughter of William Willoughby and Matilda Sharpe Erwin, both members
of prominent families. Mrs. Erwin was a daughter of William Sharpe g, a Salisbury lawyer who served on the Holston River
Treaty Commission with Waightstill Avery. Isaac Thomas and Harriet Erwin Avery had twelve sons and four daughters, six
of whom died in infancy or childhood.

In 1829, Avery was appointed head of the Morganton branch of the North Carolina State Bank, a position he held for thirty
years. At this time, gold mines at Brindletown in southern Burke County were producing profitably, and Avery was
extremely optimistic about the future of this industry in western North Carolina. However, because of the lack of
transportation, it was extremely difficult for any enterprise other than agriculture to prosper in Burke County. It was almost
impossible to get the products out of the county.

Avery was a member of the board ofinternal improvements efrom 1821 to 1822 and was for many years president of the
Catawba Navigation Company 10, Which attempted to make this river navigable from its upper reaches to the South
Carolina line. The project was unsuccessful, apparently because of inadequate capitalization, incompetent technical
assistance, and the eventual development of the steam locomotive as a more efficient mode of transportation.

As the Avery family grew, the old brick house that Waightstill Avery had built became inadequate, and a new and larger
house was erected in 1848. Isaac Avery of necessity administered large agricultural holdings, but he was considered a
man of culture and learning and, like his father, primarily a classical scholar. He collected copies of the works of the Latin
writers, as well as Shakespeare, and is reported to have read Latin easily even in his advanced years.

Four of his sons served in theConfederate (11 army, three of them as colonels. Three were killed during theCivil War r1z;0n
the field of battle, and the fourth son died shortly afterward as a result of wounds received during the war.
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Avery was buried in the family burial ground at Swan Ponds. A grandson said he seemed to give up his will to live when a
servant returned with news of the death of his third son in battle.

Additional information from NCpedia editors at the State Library of North Carolina:

This person enslaved and owned other people. Many Black and African people, their descendants, and some others were
enslaved in the United States until the Thirteenth Amendment abolished slavery in 1865. It was common for wealthy
landowners, entrepreneurs, politicians, institutions, and others to enslave people and use enslaved labor during this
period. To read more about the enslavement and transportation of African people to North Carolina, visit
https://aahc.nc.gov/programs/africa-carolina-0 131. To read more about slavery and its history in North Carolina, visit
https://www.ncpedia.org/slavery 114. - Government and Heritage Library, 2023

References:

Samuel A. Ashe, ed., Biographical History of North Carolina, vol. 7 (1908).

Elroy McKendree Avery and Catharine Hitchcock (Tilden) Avery, The Groton Avery Clan, vol. 1 (1912).
Edward W. Phifer, "Saga of a Burke County Family," North Carolina Historical Review 39 (1962).

John H. Wheeler, Historical Sketches of North Carolina (1851).

Additional Resources:

Avery Family of North Carolina Papers, 1777-1890, 1906 (collection no. 033). The Southern Historical Collection. Louis
Round Wilson Special Collections Library. University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.

http://www.lib.unc.edu/mss/inv/a/Avery Family of North_Carolina.html 15 (accessed February 8, 2013).
Avery, Isaac Thomas 1785-1864 in WorldCat. i1

"Isaac T Avery." Slave Schedules of the Eighth Census of the United States 1860. Burke, North Carolina, USA. National
Archives Microfilm Publication M653. Record Group 29. Accessed April 20, 2023 from Ancestry.com.

Isaac Thomas Avery search results in theNorth Carolina Digital Collections. 117
The Avery Museum: #
Image Credits:

Swan Ponds, Morganton vic., Burke County, North Carolina. Image courtesy of Library of Congress. Available from
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/csas200802304/ |z (accessed February 8, 2013).

Subjects:

Biographies [1g]

Business leaders 19
Planters 2

Public officials 1

Authors:

Avery, Isaac Thomas, Jr. [z
Origin - location:

Burke County s

From:

Dictionary of North Carolina Biography, University of North Carolina Press.i24

1 January 1979 | Avery, Isaac Thomas, Jr.

Source URL:https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/avery-isaac-thomas

Links

1] https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/avery-isaac-thomas [2] http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/csas200802304/ [3]
https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/avery-waightstill [4] https://www.ncpedia.org/geography/burke [5] http://tennesseeencyclopedia.net/entry.php?
rec=385 [6] https://www.ncpedia.org/jackson-andrew [7] https://www.whitehouse.gov/about/presidents/johnquincyadams [8]
https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/sharpe-william-lawyer [9] https://www.ncpedia.org/internal-improvements-0 [10] https:/www.ncpedia.org/north-
carolina-catawba-company [11] https://www.ncpedia.org/confederate-party [12] https:/www.ncpedia.org/history/cw-1900/civil-war [13]
https://aahc.nc.gov/programs/africa-carolina-0 [14] https://www.ncpedia.org/slavery [15]
http://www.lib.unc.edu/mss/inv/a/Avery_Family_of_North_Carolina.html [16] https://www.worldcat.org/identities/lccn-no2003-13592 [17]
https://digital.ncdcr.gov/documents?search=Isaac%20Thomas%20Avery&amp;searchtypes=Metadata|Full%20text&amp;applyState=true [18]
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/biography-term [19] https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/business-leaders [20]
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/planters [21] https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/public-officials [22]
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/authors/avery-isaac-thomas [23] https:/www.ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/mountai-17 [24]
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/dictionary-no


https://aahc.nc.gov/programs/africa-carolina-0
https://www.ncpedia.org/slavery
http://www.lib.unc.edu/mss/inv/a/Avery_Family_of_North_Carolina.html
https://www.worldcat.org/identities/lccn-no2003-13592
https://digital.ncdcr.gov/documents?search=Isaac Thomas Avery&searchtypes=Metadata|Full text&applyState=true
https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/avery-isaac-thomas#
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/csas200802304/
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/biography-term
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/business-leaders
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/planters
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/public-officials
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/authors/avery-isaac-thomas
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/mountai-17
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/dictionary-no
https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/avery-isaac-thomas
https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/avery-isaac-thomas
https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/avery-waightstill
https://www.ncpedia.org/geography/burke
https://www.ncpedia.org/jackson-andrew
https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/sharpe-william-lawyer
https://www.ncpedia.org/internal-improvements-0
https://www.ncpedia.org/north-carolina-catawba-company
https://www.ncpedia.org/confederate-party
https://www.ncpedia.org/history/cw-1900/civil-war
https://www.ncpedia.org/slavery
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/biography-term
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/business-leaders
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/planters
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/public-officials
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/authors/avery-isaac-thomas
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/mountai-17
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/dictionary-no

	Avery, Isaac Thomas [1]
	Avery, Isaac Thomas
	22 Sept. 1785–31 Dec. 1864


