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28 Nov. 1736–6 Feb. 1793

Thomas Benbury, revolutionary leader, was born in Chowan County [2] of English ancestry. His father was John Benbury;
his grandfather, William Benbury, came from England to settle near Edenton [3] about 1701. A planter, Thomas Benbury
entered political life at an early age. He became sheriff of Chowan County [2] by 1769 and a member of the provincial
legislature by 1773. As the Revolution [4] approached, he became an ardent Whig [5] and sat in the five provincial congress
[6]es, beginning with that at New Bern in August 1774. He served on various committees in the congresses and was also a
member of the committee of safety in Chowan County. When the revolutionary military forces were organized, he entered
as a major in the Chowan militia and rose to the rank of brigadier general. He served in the state legislature from 1776 to
1782 and was elected speaker of the house for the terms from 1778 to 1782. He was succeeded in the legislature as
delegate from Chowan County by his son, Richard Benbury.

After the war, in 1784, Benbury was appointed collector of customs for the State of North Carolina at "Port Roanoke,"
which included all the Albemarle [7] Sound area. After North Carolina ratified the Constitution in 1789, President George
Washington [8] appointed him federal collector of customs for the Port of Edenton [9].

In addition to his other duties, Benbury served most of his adult life as a justice of the peace and as a vestryman in the
Anglican church in Edenton. He died in Edenton and was buried in the Episcopal [10] churchyard there.

Thomas Benbury was twice married: first to Thamir Howcott, in 1761, and second to Elizabeth (maiden name unknown),
in 1769. By his first wife he had two sons, Thomas and Richard, and by his second wife, a daughter, Mary. A great-
grandson, Captain John Benbury of the First North Carolina Regiment in the Confederate Army [11], was killed at the battle
of Malvern Hill, 1 July 1862. Another great-grandson, Richard Benbury Creecy [12], was a well-known journalist in Elizabeth
City for many years. 

Additional information from NCpedia editors at the State Library of North Carolina: 

This person enslaved and owned other people. Many Black and African people, their descendants, and some others were
enslaved in the United States until the Thirteenth Amendment abolished slavery in 1865. It was common for wealthy
landowners, entrepreneurs, politicians, institutions, and others to enslave people and use enslaved labor during this
period. To read more about the enslavement and transportation of African people to North Carolina, visit
https://aahc.nc.gov/programs/africa-carolina-0 [13]. To read more about slavery and its history in North Carolina, visit
https://www.ncpedia.org/slavery [14]. - Government and Heritage Library, 2023
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