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1726–17 Aug. 1789

Jacob Blount, planter, landholder, and revolutionary soldier, was born in Beaufort County [2], son of Thomas Blount and
Ann Elizabeth Reading. His father was a landowner and planter. In 1748, Jacob Blount married Barbara Gray of Bertie
County [3] and for some years following resided near Windsor. He inherited land on Contentnea Creek, and between 1757
and 1783 he acquired an estate of approximately six thousand acres.

Blount was interested in political affairs and became very active in the colony before the Revolution [4]. He represented
Craven County [5] in the General Assembly in 1766, 1768, 1769, and 1770–71. He took part in the Battle of Alamance [6]

against the Regulators [7], but later became active against royal authority. He was a member of the provincial congress [8]at
New Bern in April 1775, of the third provincial congress at Hillsborough, and of the fourth provincial congress at New Bern.
He was a member of the committee of safety [9] for Pitt County [10]. During the Revolution, Blount was appointed paymaster
for the Second Regiment, North Carolina Continental Line, and later he became paymaster for the whole province.

Blount was an active member of the Church of England [11] and was a vestryman in Craven County. His home, Blount Hall
[12], was located sixteen miles southwest of Greenville [13], first a part of Craven County [5] but later included in Pitt [10].

Jacob and Barbara Gray Blount had seven children: William [14] (b. 26 Mar. 1749), Ann (b. 3 Oct. 1750), John Gray [15] (b.
21 Sept. 1752), Louisa (b. 17 Jan. 1755), Reading [16](b. 22 Feb. 1757), Thomas [17](b. 10 May 1759), and Jacob [18] (b. 5
Nov. 1760). Barbara Gray Blount died on 8 Apr. 1763; Jacob remarried, this time to Hannah Salter Baker, daughter of
Colonel Edward Salter and widow of William Baker. Five children were born of this marriage, but only two lived to maturity:
Willie [19] (pronounced Wylie, b. 18 Apr. 1768), and Sharpe (b. 4 Apr. 1771). Jacob outlived his second wife also, and on 9
Aug. 1787 he married Mrs. Mary Adams. Two years after his third marriage, he died of "nervous fever" at Blount Hall.
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