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d. ca. 1818

Eli Branson, a Regulator [2] and Loyalist [3], was born in Virginia. The family moved to Chatham County [4], where Branson
inherited land from his father and was active in the Regulator movement. In 1776 he led a Loyalist company at the Battle
of Moore's Creek Bridge [5]. After the defeat he hid for a while in North Carolina, and in 1777 he joined Sir William Howe's
forces in Pennsylvania. After the British evacuated Philadelphia, Branson returned to North Carolina. There he
corresponded with John Hamilton [6], a leader of North Carolina Loyalist forces in Georgia and South Carolina, and in 1781
he joined Cornwallis at Hillsborough as captain of a company of North Carolina Volunteers. Branson and several members
of his company were captured at Yorktown. When released, they were attached to the New York Volunteers and went to
New York. On the British evacuation in 1783, Branson went to New Brunswick and was given a lot at Parrtown (part of
present-day St. John). He was in England for a while in the mid-1780s and considered settling in the Bahama Islands, but
by 1788 he was living in Canada, probably Montreal.

He was married to Keziah Branson. Eli had four daughters and five sons. His daughters were Jemima Branson, Rebeccah
Jones, Mary Jones, and Naomi Ward. His sons were John Branson, Daniel Branson, Thomas Branson, Levi Branson, and
Eli Branson, Jr. He also owned an enslaved woman, Kate. During the postwar years Branson corresponded with his
brother in Chatham County [4]. He moved to Abbeville, S.C. where he willed his estate apart in 1796. Eli Branson likely
returned to Chatham County in 1815 and died in Ninety-Six, S.C., in 1818.
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