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9 Oct. 1875–24 Feb. 1954

Willis Grandy Briggs seated at desk, 1913-1914. Image courtesy of the
NC Museum of History.  [3]Willis Grandy Briggs, lawyer, newspaperman,
and political leader, was born in Raleigh [4], the son of Thomas Henry [5] and Sarah Grandy Briggs. He was educated at a
school conducted by Charles C. Holden, at the Raleigh Male Academy [6], and at Wake Forest [7] College, from which he
was graduated cum laude in 1896. He became city editor of the Raleigh Evening Times [8].

President Theodore Roosevelt [9] appointed Briggs, a Republican [10], postmaster in Raleigh, and he continued to serve
during the administration of William Howard Taft [11], leaving the position in 1914 when he returned to Wake Forest to
study law. Admitted to the bar in 1915, he was promptly chosen city court prosecutor and continued to serve through
1921. During 1918–19 he was a member and secretary of the Raleigh Exemption Board, operating under the Selective
Service System. He was assistant U.S. attorney of the Eastern District from 1921 until 1930 but resigned to resume the
private practice of law. In 1928 he was a delegate to the Republican National Convention. In 1934 he was the Republican
nominee for associate justice, North Carolina Supreme Court [12], and four years later was his party's nominee for
Congress from the Fourth District, but he was not elected in either race.

Briggs was deeply interested in the history of Raleigh and Wake County [13], as well as of the State of North Carolina, and
devoted considerable time to research, writing, and speaking on historical subjects. Among his published works were a
history of the First Baptist Church in Raleigh and a biography of Henry Potter [14] (1766–1857).

On 16 Feb. 1910, Briggs was married to Beulah Sanderlin; they were the parents of two daughters, Sarah Wooten and
Eliza Sanderlin. He was buried in Oakwood Cemetery [15], Raleigh.

Educator Resources:

Tar Heel Travelers Lesson Plan [16], State Archives of North Carolina

References:

Greensboro Daily Industrial News, 17 Aug. 1906.

North Carolina State Bar Association, Proceedings, vol. 20 (1922).

Raleigh News and Observer, 26 Feb. 1954.

Additional Resources:

Willis G. Briggs Papers, 1764-1954 (collection no. 03077). The Southern Historical Collection. Louis Round Wilson
Special Collections Library. University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.
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http://www.lib.unc.edu/mss/inv/b/Briggs,Willis_G.html [17] (accessed April 29, 2013).

Henry Potter, 1766-1857 : presented before the Raleigh History Club, December 6, 1952, by Willis G Briggs:
https://www.worldcat.org/title/henry-potter-1766-1857-presented-before-the-raleigh-history-club-december-6-
1952/oclc/009461934 [18]

First Baptist Church, Raleigh, N.C. : address on 140th anniversary, March 16, 1952, by Willis G Briggs:
https://www.worldcat.org/title/first-baptist-church-raleigh-nc-address-on-140th-anniversary-march-16-
1952/oclc/9535677&referer=brief_results [19]

"Card, Greeting, Accession #: H.1957.84.10 [20]." 1900-1930. North Carolina Museum of History.

Image Credits:

"Photograph, Accession #: H.1957.84.5 [3]." 1913-1914. North Carolina Museum of History.
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