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30 Sept. 1786–27 Mar. 1870

Hamilton Brown, planter, stockraiser, and land speculator, a resident of Wilkesboro, was the son of Jane McDowell and
John Brown [2], a Scot-Irish immigrant. Brown served as a lieutenant, Eighteenth Regiment, U.S. Infantry, in the War of
1812 [3] and afterward was colonel of the Wilkes County [4] militia. He served a number of years as county justice and was
sheriff from 1816 to 1818. He also served as overseer of a program to clear the Yadkin River, in order to allow the
passage of boats up the Yadkin to the mouth of Buffalo Creek.

Brown inherited land in Wilkes and adjoining counties, as well as in Virginia, and purchased additional land in North
Carolina and in Tennessee. He had business dealings in South Carolina, Georgia, Mississippi, and Texas. He inherited
the rights to enslave a number of people in Virginia from his mother's brother but was unwilling to separate the men (two
of whom were skilled blacksmiths) from their wives and, being prevented by Virginia law from freeing them, he arranged
for them to continue their work there under the modest supervision of a local resident.

Brown married Mrs. Sarah Gwyn Gordon, widow of Major Nathaniel Gordon (who died in 1829); they were the parents of
two sons, Hugh Thomas (1835–61), a graduate of The University of North Carolina [5] who was killed in the Civil War, and
Hamilton Allen [6] (1837–1917), who also served in the Confederate Army. Brown's stepson, General James B. Gordon [7],
was killed near Richmond in 1864. Brown and his wife were buried in the yard of St. Paul's Episcopal Church, Wilkesboro.
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