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1738–1812

See also: Hamilton Brown [2], son.

John Brown, Revolutionary War [3] officer and state legislator, was born in County Derry, Ireland. He migrated to Lancaster
County, Pa., and taught school there for a while. He married Jane McDowell (1750–1838), the sister of Gen. Joseph
McDowell [4] and Maj. Charles McDowell [5]. In 1772 they moved to Quaker Meadows, Burke County [6], with the McDowells;
and soon afterward they moved to a farm on the north side of the Yadkin River, about four miles west of Wilkesboro.

Brown served under Col. Benjamin Cleveland [7] in the Revolutionary army at King's Mountain [8], probably holding the rank
of captain. After the war he was among the first board of magistrates when Wilkes became a county in 1778. The first
Wilkes County Court was held at Brown's place near the bend of the Yadkin River. He became Wilkes County register of
deeds in 1778 and served on a jury designated to lay out roads in the county. He represented Wilkes County in the North
Carolina House of Commons for three years and also at the constitutional convention [9] in Hillsborough in 1788. He was a
prominent Mason [10].

Brown had eleven children, eight sons and three daughters. Two of his sons resided in Wilkes County, although he and
the remaining six moved to Maury County, Tenn., where he obtained large land grants in the Duck River Valley in
payment for negotiating treaties with the Indians.

Brown died in Wilkes County.
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