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Moores Creek Bridge photo by Flickr
user irisha_z, 2006.  [5]From February 15 to 21, 1776, the days leading up to the Battle of Moores Creek
Bridge, Whig forces under commander Colonel James Moore camped on Rockfish Creek. At that site they were eight
miles south of Cross Creek (present-day Fayetteville) where Royal Governor Josiah Martin [6]’s representative, Alexander
McLean, and British officers General Donald MacDonald [7] and Captain Donald McLeod were assembling a Loyalist
militia. Their goal was to march the Loyalists to Wilmington and there defeat the Patriots, returning North Carolina to
British rule. By fortifying the encampment at Rockfish Creek with over 1,000 men and five artillery pieces, Moore blocked
the Loyalists’s most direct route to the coast.

To get around Moore’s blockade, Loyalists were forced to cross the Cape Fear River [8] at Campbelton and use Negro
Head Point Road, a route that crossed Moore’s Creek. When Col. Moore learned of the Loyalists’s chosen route, he sent
messages to Colonel Richard Caswell [9] to block their route at Corbett’s Ferry over the Black River, to Colonel Alexander
Martin [10] and Colonel James Thackston to take possession of Cross Creek to prevent their retreat, and to Colonel
Alexander Lillington [11] to fortify Moores Creek bridge. Moore led his men to Elizabeth Town in hopes of meeting the
Loyalists on their way to Corbett’s Ferry. Aware of the location of Moore’s and Caswell’s forces, the Loyalists constructed
a bridge four miles above the ferry and continued on towards Moores Creek. There they were met by artillery and rifles
from Caswell’s and Lillington’s forces. By the time Col. Moore and his men arrived at Moores Creek bridge, the battle was
over. The Patriots had defeated the Loyalists, killing or wounding at least fifty men. Moore and his men pursued the
remaining Loyalists and captured 850 soldiers. With the victory at Moores Creek Bridge, North Carolina was saved from
being overrun by the British.
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