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Cox, Francis Augustus
by William S. Powell [2], 1979

21 Aug. 1885–12 July 1978

See also: Albert Lyman Cox [3], brother.

A photograph of Francis
Augustus Cox from the 1905
University of North Carolina
yearbook. Image from the
University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill.  [4]Francis Augustus Cox, clergyman, missionary, university administrator, was born in
Raleigh, the son of Frances Lyman and William Ruffin Cox [5]. He was the grandson of Bishop Theodore B. Lyman [6]. Cox
attended Horner Military School [7] and was graduated from The University of North Carolina [8] in 1905. After receiving a
degree in law from the University of Virginia in 1907 he practiced in Raleigh until 1917. During World War I he served as a
captain of field artillery with the Eighty-second Division, American Expeditionary Force, in France. After the war he
prepared for the ministry at the Virginia Theological Seminary and upon graduation in 1921 was married to Mary
Pemberton Moncure of Alexandria, Va., and left for China to serve as a missionary. He was ordained to the Episcopal
[9]priesthood the following year. Living first at Soochow, where he became archdeacon of the diocese, and afterward at
Shanghai, where he was chancellor of St. John's University, Cox served for twenty-one years until he was imprisoned by
the Japanese at the beginning of hostilities between their nation and the United States. Mrs. Cox returned to the United
States in March 1941, but Cox was not permitted to leave until the summer of 1942. While he was in prison the Virginia
Theological Seminary conferred upon him in absentia the degree of doctor of divinity. In China he served as chairman of
the Diocesan Standing Committee, of the Board of Examining Chaplains, and the Board of Directors of St. John's
University. After returning to the United States he served as rector of the church in Pittsburgh, Pa., and afterward of Fox
Chapel Community Church which he helped to organize in a Pittsburgh suburb. In 1960 he published The Cross and the
Dragon [10], a volume dealing with his work between 1921 and 1942. After retirement he lived in Alexandria, Va., where he
was buried at Ivy Hill Cemetery. Mrs. Cox died two years earlier and he was survived by two nephews and three nieces.
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