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Denman, Charles
by William S. Powell [2], 1986
d. 24 Apr. 1739
Charles Denman, merchant, assemblyman, and local official, was living in Perquimans Precinct by April 1716 when he
purchased 100 acres of land there. In addition to his mercantile business, he often bought land that he soon afterward
sold. A grand jury list of 26 Oct. 1725 refers to him as Captain Charles Denman. As clerk of court of Albemarle [3]and
Perquimans [4]counties at various times between 1728 and 1734, he was witness to wills, executor of estates, and involved
in cases at law, primarily to collect money. For a number of years he was also treasurer of Perquimans Precinct. Between
1723 and 1735 (except for the session of 1727), he served in the Assembly where he was active on the committee that
prepared replies to addresses of the governor. Several times he was chosen by the Assembly to deliver messages to the
Council; in 1731 he delivered one maintaining that the Carolina Charter of 1663 [5] denied the right of legislative bodies
other than the colonial Assembly to levy taxes, and asking that officers' fees be regulated by the Assembly. At one
session he was chairman of the Resolutions Committee and made its report.
Denman served on the grand jury several times and once wrote the report for the foreman who apparently could not write.
In April 1731, as a member of the provincial grand jury, he signed an address to the king expressing gratitude that North
Carolina had become a royal province. As an assemblyman he was also active in efforts to regulate the payment of
quitrents [6] and in inspecting and settling accounts. He apparently was a member of theChurch of England [7], for in 1731
he was a vestryman in Perquimans parish.
Denman's first wife was named Sarah; they were the parents of Ann (b. 5 Feb. 1713), who married a Moore, Christopher
(b. 30 Sept. 1717), and Sarah (b. 2 Oct. 1719). On 24 Mar. 1737 he married Rebecca Jones (widow, successively, of
Joseph Sutton and Francis Toms), but they apparently had no children. His recent death was announced in the Assembly
on 2 Mar. 1740. His widow was asked to pay his unsettled accounts as treasurer in February 1740.
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