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15 Sept. 1797–12 Aug. 1876

James Perry Drake, military officer and public official, was born in Robeson County [3], perhaps the son of Albriton or Silas
Drake, the only men of this name recorded in the 1800 census of that county. Both had sons then under ten years of age.
He removed to Kentucky in 1808 but by about 1816 was in Indiana where he served in the state militia; he was brigadier
general of the Twelfth Brigade in 1825, and he served in the Black Hawk War (1832). He saw duty as a colonel in the
Mexican War [4] and afterward was civil and military governor of Matamoras as well as commander of U.S. forces in the
lower Rio Grande Valley. Leaving Indiana, he lived briefly in Missouri but was back in Indiana by 1841. He removed to
Tennessee in 1861 and finally to Alabama.

While in Indiana Drake held a variety of elective and appointive offices; among them were a seat in the General Assembly
(1848–49), county clerk and auditor, receiver at the United States Land Office in Indianapolis and in Vincennes, director
of the state bank, trustee of the institution for people with disabilities, state treasurer, state superintendent of common
schools, and commissioner from the state to the Paris Exposition in 1855. In Missouri he was a probate judge. He read
law as a young man and may have practiced for a time, but otherwise he was a merchant and a farmer.

Drake married Priscilla Holmes Buell in 1831 and they were the parents of seven children. He died in Huntsville, Ala.
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