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Montfort Eelbeck, county official and planter, for thirty-five years held civil office in Edgecombe [2]and Halifax [3]counties,
appointed in turn by governor and council, Provincial Congress [4], and state senate and house. He was perennially a
justice of the peace from his earliest known appointment to that office in 1754. From 1770 through 1772 he was sheriff of
Halifax County [3]. He also held the posts of "Receiver of Impost," Edgecombe County [2] (1752); commissioner for repair of
the Halifax County jail (1773); judge of the Court of Oyer and Terminer (appointed 1777); and entry taker for Halifax
County (resigned 1785).

Eelbeck married Mary Rogers, one of the two daughters of Emanuel Rogers of Bertie Precinct who died in 1729. In 1742,
Montfort and Mary Rogers Eelbeck and John and Elizabeth Rogers Hubbard joined in partitioning the more than 6,000
acres that the sisters inherited. Of Mary's part, the Eelbecks retained 1,730 acres, which were the nucleus of the estate of
over 4,000 acres—largely on Quankey Creek—bequeathed in Montfort's will. Although he rarely sold land except to
purchase other suitable tracts to consolidate his holdings, in the three years before his death he sold three tracts totaling
1,100 acres to three friends and neighbors, John Kinchen [5], William R. Davie [6], and Willie Jones [7], who was one of the
executors of his will.

Montfort and Mary Eelbeck reared nine children. Their sons were Henry (m. Jane Lane), Montfort, Jr. (m. Susannah
Elbank), and John (wife's name unknown). Their daughters were Ann (m. Richard Howson), Elizabeth (m. James Shine),
Penelope (m. David Day), Anna Maria (m. Dr. Mungo Ponton), another daughter (m. Thomas Frohock), and Dorothea
Miriam (unmarried).

In his will Eelbeck stated that he considered "an entertainment at a funeral a gross piece of nonsense," but specified that
"on the occasion" of his own a sermon was to be preached in the town of Halifax by a minister of the Church of England [8].
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