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Efird, John Solomon Melanchthon
by Frank P. Cauble, 1986

27 Jan. 1857–19 Jan. 1927

Photograph of John Solomon
Melanchthon Efird circa 1919.
Image from the Government and
Heritage Library collections, State
Library of North Carolina. John Solomon Melanchthon Efird, textile executive, was born on a farm near
Albemarle. A son of Ireneus [2]and Mary Catherine Treece Efird, he was christened John Solomon Melanchthon but later
dropped Melanchthon from his name. Educated chiefly by his father, he operated a gristmill [3], a store, and a sawmill at
Efird's Mills in Stanly County [4]. From 1896 until his death he managed the Efird Manufacturing Company, a textile plant in
Albemarle. He also was a director of two banks and several other North Carolina cotton mills. In 1907 and 1915 he served
as a state senator. At the time of his death, he was a trustee of Lenoir-Rhyne College [5] at Hickory and of Jackson
Training School [6]at Concord.

Efird made generous donations to Mount Pleasant Collegiate Institute and Mont Amoena Seminary [7], Lutheran schools at
Mount Pleasant [8], and gave a new building to St. Martin's Lutheran Church in Stanly County. The nurses' home at the
Stanly County Hospital is named in his honor, and Efird Hall at the Lutheridge Assembly Grounds, Arden, is a memorial to
Mr. and Mrs. John S. Efird.

On 14 Aug. 1879 Efird married Sophronia Isabella Foreman; they were the parents of eight children: William Titus, Robert
Lee, Columbus Polycarp, Clara Florence, Walter Guy, Jasper Jerome, Bessie May, and a daughter who died in infancy.
He married Bertha Estelle Snuggs, his second wife, on 27 June 1900; they had one adopted child, Minnie Estelle.
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"J. S. Efird." Photograph. Southern Textile Bulletin. December 25, 1919. 196. Government and Heritage Library
collections, State Library of North Carolina.

Subjects: 
1

https://www.ncpedia.org
https://www.ncpedia.org/
https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/efird-john-solomon
https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/efird-ireneus-polycarp
https://www.ncpedia.org/gristmills
https://www.ncpedia.org/geography/stanly
https://www.ncpedia.org/lenoir-rhyne-college
https://www.ncpedia.org/stonewall-jackson-manual-training
https://www.ncdcr.gov/about/history/division-historical-resources/nc-highway-historical-marker-program/Markers.aspx?ct=ddl&sp=search&k=Markers&sv=L-66
https://www.ncpedia.org/lutheran-schools-mount-pleasant
http://www.hpo.ncdcr.gov/nr/ST0672.pdf


Biographies [10]

Business leaders [11]

Textile industry [12]

Authors: 
Cauble, Frank P. [13]

Origin - location: 
Stanly County [14]

From: 
Dictionary of North Carolina Biography, University of North Carolina Press. [15]

1 January 1986 | Cauble, Frank P.

Source URL:https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/efird-john-solomon

Links
[1] https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/efird-john-solomon [2] https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/efird-ireneus-polycarp [3]
https://www.ncpedia.org/gristmills [4] https://www.ncpedia.org/geography/stanly [5] https://www.ncpedia.org/lenoir-rhyne-college [6]
https://www.ncpedia.org/stonewall-jackson-manual-training [7] https://www.ncdcr.gov/about/history/division-historical-resources/nc-highway-historical-
marker-program/Markers.aspx?ct=ddl&amp;sp=search&amp;k=Markers&amp;sv=L-66 [8] https://www.ncpedia.org/lutheran-schools-mount-pleasant
[9] http://www.hpo.ncdcr.gov/nr/ST0672.pdf [10] https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/biography-term [11]
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/business-leaders [12] https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/textile-industry [13]
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/authors/cauble-frank-p [14] https://www.ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmon-27 [15]
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/dictionary-no

2

https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/biography-term
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/business-leaders
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/textile-industry
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/authors/cauble-frank-p
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmon-27
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/dictionary-no
https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/efird-john-solomon
https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/efird-john-solomon
https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/efird-ireneus-polycarp
https://www.ncpedia.org/gristmills
https://www.ncpedia.org/geography/stanly
https://www.ncpedia.org/lenoir-rhyne-college
https://www.ncpedia.org/stonewall-jackson-manual-training
https://www.ncpedia.org/lutheran-schools-mount-pleasant
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/biography-term
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/business-leaders
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/textile-industry
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/authors/cauble-frank-p
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmon-27
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/dictionary-no

	Efird, John Solomon Melanchthon [1]
	Efird, John Solomon Melanchthon
	27 Jan. 1857–19 Jan. 1927


