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Rocky Mount Cotton Mills. Image courtesy of the NC Museum of History.  [2]Peter Evans, planter and businessman, was
born in Pitt County [3] of English ancestry. His father was Major George Evans, a member of the colonial Assembly from
Pitt County, a delegate to the Provincial Congress [4] at Halifax in 1776 that formed the constitution and bill of rights of
North Carolina, and a member of the General Assembly of North Carolina in 1782. His mother was the former Ann Hines,
daughter of Peter Hines of Pitt County. In 1800, Peter Evans settled in Edgecombe County [5] on a plantation called Piney
Prospect near Old Sparta. Here he lived until about 1830, when he sold his old house and established a new residence on
the Deep River in what was then Chatham (now Lee) [6] County. This 2,700-acre-plantation, which was previously known
as La Grange, Evans named Egypt because people going there to get corn associated it with the biblical land of Egypt.
Considered a very wealthy man, Evans enslaved more than a hundred people and lived after the fashion of typical
southern planter-enslavers of romance and tradition. Around 1847, his health began to decline and he moved to Scotland
Neck where he built a small house called Piney Prospect after his Edgecombe home. He died of cancer of the throat on
Christmas Day at his daughter Susan's home, Kelvin Grove, near Scotland Neck.

In his will Evans directed that his Egypt lands be examined for coal. This was done and by 1855 the Deep River coal fields
were being mined. With the coming of the Civil War [7], a railroad was built from these coal fields to Fayetteville [8]. The coal
was soft and inferior, therefore avoided by the blockade runners as its excessive amounts of smoke enhanced detection
by the enemy. The noted blockade runner The Advance was finally sighted and captured because she had been reduced
to burning Egypt coal.

Evans's father died when he was two, and with few resources and little education Evans had a remarkably successful
business career. He was a pioneer in the great agricultural revival that made Edgecombe County noted throughout the
South. He and his brother-in-law, Joel Battle [9], established the cotton mill at Rocky Mount. He later had interests in mills,
canals, and iron foundries in other parts of the state. His son, Peter G. Evans, married Eliza Morehead, the daughter of
Governor John Motley Morehead [10], and together father and son supported the establishment of the railroad [11] from
Greensboro to Morehead City. This was to provide North Carolina with an outlet to the sea and was a great impetus to the
development of the state.

Evans married Ann Johnston (1789–1866), the daughter of Amos and Dorcas Williams Johnston of Edgecombe County.
He was buried in the Evans cemetery, Greenville, and his wife in Trinity Churchyard, Scotland Neck. There were four
daughters of the marriage: Eliza (m. Dr. Isaac Hall of Scotland Neck), Mary Ann (m. Dr. Samuel Southerland of Warren
County [12]), Susan (m. William Ruffin Smith of Kelvin Grove, near Scotland Neck), and Adelaide (m. James Norfleet Smith
of Magnolia Hall, near Scotland Neck). His two sons were George N. (m. Hettie Rowland) and Peter G. (m. Elizabeth
Morehead). Young Peter was colonel of the North Carolina Sixty-third Regiment and a cavalry officer in General J. E. B.
Stuart's Brigade. He was killed near Upperville, Va., on 21 June 1863.
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