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14 Mar. 1894–3 Mar. 1976

per00321. Photograph. 1943. Photograph &
Negative Collection. Duke University Medical
Center Archive.  [3]Wiley Davis Forbus, pathologist and medical educator, was born in
Zeiglerville, Miss., the son of William Peyton and George Ellen Davis Forbus. After completing his secondary education in
1912 in local schools of Laurel, Miss., he entered Washington and Lee University, Lexington, Va., from which he was
graduated with honors in 1916. During his senior year he was assistant in chemistry. Subsequently he taught general
sciences at St. Albans, National Cathedral School for Boys, Washington, D.C., and in 1918 was an artillery observer in the
U.S. Army Air Service. Following his first year of military service he taught at Friends' School, also in Washington.

In 1919 Forbus enrolled in the School of Medicine of the Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, Md., and was graduated in
1923 with the M.D. degree. The same year he accepted a commission as first lieutenant in the U.S. Air Service Reserve,
an appointment he held for ten years. Upon graduation he was invited to remain at Johns Hopkins, where for seven years
he served successively as assistant instructor and associate in pathology and as assistant resident and associate
pathologist. In 1928 he was guest assistant at the Pathologisches Institut de Ludwig Maximilians Universität, Munich,
Germany.

In 1930, when Duke University [4] established a medical school, Forbus joined several of his colleagues from Johns
Hopkins in forming the faculty and program of the new institution. Afterward he became professor and chairman of the
department of pathology and chief pathologist to the Duke Hospital, the teaching adjunct of the Duke University School of
Medicine [5]. There he spent the rest of his career and became recognized as one of the world's great men of science and
an international leader in pathology. In 1953 and 1954 he was acting dean of the medical school. When he officially retired
in 1961, he was given life tenure as professor and chairman emeritus of the department of pathology.

Forbus was always in demand as a lecturer and a consultant for both military and civilian medical services and education.
In that capacity he served many hospitals throughout the nation, including the Walter Reed Army Hospital in Washington,
D.C. On military assignment, he was a consultant to the secretary of war on infectious diseases (1941–46), to the Armed
Forces Institute of Pathology (1941), and to the Division of Biology and Medicine (medicolegal) of the Atomic Energy
Commission (1952). For the Veterans Administration, he was branch section chief in pathology (1948) as well as a
consultant.

Several major appointments sent him to other nations as a consultant. He was a member of the Foreign Operations
Administration Mission to China (1953), external examiner in pathology at the British Colonial University Medical School in
Hong Kong (1953), consultant to the surgeon general of the U.S. Army for the Far East Command (1953) and in Europe
(1958), a visiting consultant to the Atomic Bomb Casualty Commission in Japan (1953, 1956), adviser on medical
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education at Keio University, Tokyo, under the auspices of the Rockefeller Foundation (1956), and visiting consultant on
medical education in the Far East (1956) under the auspices of the China Medical Board. He was chief of party, University
of California–Airlangga University (Indonesia) Affiliation in Medical Education (1961–62).

Earlier he had served as chairman of the joint committee of the North Carolina Medical Society [6] and the North Carolina
Pathological Society [7] on medicolegal affairs, and was author of the first North Carolina medical examiner law enacted in
1955. A proponent of forensic medicine, Forbus led a long campaign in North Carolina to upgrade the coroner system.
Through his efforts legislation was passed establishing the state's medical examiner program. He was also medicolegal
educator and consultant to the Duke University School of Medicine. Its library has the "Forbus Collection—Pathology in
Lantern Slides," which includes indexes and catalogues he collected through the years and collated in 1964 and 1973.

Forbus was a continuous member of the Durham-Orange Medical Society, the North Carolina Medical Society, the North
Carolina Pathological Society, and the American Medical Association. In the North Carolina Medical Society he was
chairman of the section on pathology and a member of the committees on the coroner system and North Carolina medical
history. He also belonged to the American Association for the Advancement of Science; American Association of
Pathologists and Bacteriologists (president, 1947); Pathology Study Section, Division of Research Grants and
Fellowships, National Institutes of Health (1946–48); and National Board of Medical Examiners (1935–47). He was a
consultant to the Committee on Clinical Fellowships of the American Cancer Society.

A tireless student and a prolific writer in his field, Forbus contributed more than sixty scholarly articles and reviews to
professional journals and collections of essays. One of his most noted works was "Reaction to Injury, Pathology for
Students of Disease," a 797-page study published in 1943. He prepared over twenty series of scholarly lectures—some
published, others in typescript—located in half a dozen libraries including those at Duke University and The University of
North Carolina at Chapel Hill [8]. Many of the lecture series he delivered in other countries were published in those
countries. He served on the editorial board of the North Carolina Medical Society's Medicine in North Carolina, Essays in
the History of North Carolina Medicine, to which he also contributed, and was associate editor of the national Archives of
Pathology (1945–61).

During his undergraduate years at Washington and Lee University he was elected to Phi Beta Kappa (scholastic), Sigma
Xi (scientific), and Phi Gamma Delta (social) fraternities. In 1956 the same university awarded him the honorary degree of
doctor of science. He was also tapped for membership in Alpha Omega Alpha, the honorary medical fraternity. From the
American Association of Pathologists and Bacteriologists he received the prestigious Gold Headed Cane, "the highest
recognition from his peers." Duke University established the Wiley D. Forbus Educational Center for Pathology and, at the
time of his death, created the Wiley D. Forbus Memorial Fund at the Duke Medical Center.

On 25 Sept. 1926 Forbus married Elizabeth Knox Burger, the daughter of Louis John and Elizabeth Rogers Terry Burger
of Baltimore, Md. They had three daughters: Georg'Ellen Davis (Mrs. Wilmer Conrad Betts), Elizabeth Terry (Mrs. Henry
Adams), and Martha Caroline (Mrs. Henry Suski).

Forbus died in the Duke Hospital from a terminal illness diagnosed in 1971, although he had been active until a month
before his death. His ashes were deposited behind a bronze plaque in the Memorial Wall in the foyer of the Duke
University School of Medicine.

References:

Curriculum vitae (School of Medicine, Duke University, Durham).

Data Sheet, Wiley Davis Forbus (Office of Information, Duke University, Durham).

Durham Herald, 4 Mar. 1976.

Raleigh News and Observer, 4 Mar. 1976.

Additional Resources:

Lloyd, James B., editor. "Wiley Davis Forbus 1894-1976." Lives of Mississippi Authors, 1817-1967. University of
Mississippi Press. 1981. 178. http://books.google.com/books?id=RfXGJBB1HvoC&pg=PA178#v=onepage&q&f=false [9]

(accessed February 28, 2014).

Wiley D. Forbus Papers, Medical Center Archives, Duke University. http://archives.mc.duke.edu/mcaforbus.html [10]

(accessed February 28, 2014).

Race, G. J. "Wiley Davis Forbus, MD 1894-1976." American Journal Pathology 85, no. 3. (December 1976). 523–529.
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2032651/ [11] (accessed February 28, 2014).

Bulletin of Duke University School of Medicine. 1937 9, no. 1 (January 1937). 6, 14, 17, 28, 36.
https://archive.org/stream/bulletinofdukeun1936duke#page/n11/mode/2up [12] (accessed February 28, 2014).

Image Credits:

"Wiley D. Forbus." Item ID: per00321. Photograph. 1943. Photograph & Negative Collection. Duke University Medical

2

https://www.ncpedia.org/medical-society
http://www.ncmedsoc.org/legacy/pages/specialty_societies/society_detail.jsp?id=7
https://www.ncpedia.org/university-north-carolina-chapel-hi
http://books.google.com/books?id=RfXGJBB1HvoC&pg=PA178#v=onepage&q&f=false
http://archives.mc.duke.edu/mcaforbus.html
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2032651/
https://archive.org/stream/bulletinofdukeun1936duke#page/n11/mode/2up


Center Archive. http://medspace.mc.duke.edu/wiley-d-forbus [3] (accessed March 12, 2014).

Subjects: 
Biographies [13]

Authors: 
Green, C. Sylvester [14]

From: 
Dictionary of North Carolina Biography, University of North Carolina Press. [15]

1 January 1986 | Green, C. Sylvester

Source URL:https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/forbus-wiley-davis

Links
[1] https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/forbus-wiley-davis [2] https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/green-charles-sylvester [3]
http://medspace.mc.duke.edu/wiley-d-forbus [4] https://www.ncpedia.org/duke-university [5] http://medschool.duke.edu [6]
https://www.ncpedia.org/medical-society [7] http://www.ncmedsoc.org/legacy/pages/specialty_societies/society_detail.jsp?id=7 [8]
https://www.ncpedia.org/university-north-carolina-chapel-hi [9] http://books.google.com/books?
id=RfXGJBB1HvoC&amp;pg=PA178#v=onepage&amp;q&amp;f=false [10] http://archives.mc.duke.edu/mcaforbus.html [11]
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2032651/ [12] https://archive.org/stream/bulletinofdukeun1936duke#page/n11/mode/2up [13]
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/biography-term [14] https://www.ncpedia.org/category/authors/green-c-sylvester [15]
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/dictionary-no

3

http://medspace.mc.duke.edu/wiley-d-forbus
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/biography-term
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/authors/green-c-sylvester
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/dictionary-no
https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/forbus-wiley-davis
https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/forbus-wiley-davis
https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/green-charles-sylvester
https://www.ncpedia.org/duke-university
https://www.ncpedia.org/medical-society
https://www.ncpedia.org/university-north-carolina-chapel-hi
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/biography-term
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/authors/green-c-sylvester
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/dictionary-no

	Forbus, Wiley Davis [1]
	Forbus, Wiley Davis
	14 Mar. 1894–3 Mar. 1976


