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11 Sept. 1806–4 May 1877

[portrait of William Geddy Hill]. Image courtesy of
the William G. Hill, Masonic Lodge No. 218.
Ancient Free And Accepted Masons. 1520
Caswell Street, Raleigh, N.C.  [2]William Geddy Hill, physician, was born in Raleigh, the son of William
Hill [3], North Carolina's secretary of state for more than forty years, and Sarah Geddy Hill, a native of Halifax County [4]. He
was the grandson of William Hill, Revolutionary patriot and in August 1775 a representative of Surry County [5] in the
Provincial Congress [6] at Hillsborough. Hill received his education at the Raleigh Male Academy, whose principal was the
Reverend William McPheeters [7]; The University of North Carolina [8]; the office of Dr. Joseph W. Hawkins, eminent
physician of Warren County [9]; the office of Dr. Rufus Haywood in Raleigh; and the University of Pennsylvania, from which
he was graduated in medicine and surgery in 1827.

Hill entered the medical profession in Pittsboro, but in deference to his wife he settled in Raleigh where he was a
successful practitioner until his death. In 1849 he was an organizer of the Medical Society [10] of North Carolina, successor
to an earlier group founded in 1799, and in 1872 served as president. In 1870, at the organization of the Raleigh Academy
of Medicine, Hill was elected its first president and regularly attended its meetings. In addition to his private practice, he
was physician to the state penitentiary. During the Civil War, in the administration building of Peace Institute (now
College) [11], Hill ministered to the sick and wounded soldiers of the Confederate and Union armies.

For many years Hill was active in the Masonic order [12]. In February 1830 he was initiated, passed, and raised in Hiram
Lodge No. 40, Raleigh; then, briefly, he belonged to Columbus Lodge No. 40, Pittsboro. On returning to Raleigh, he
renewed—in 1842—his membership in Hiram Lodge, where he was Junior Warden (1844–45) and Worshipful Master
(1846–47, 1856). During 1849–50 he was Senior Grand Warden of the Grand Lodge of North Carolina, and on 3 Dec.
1861 he received the highest honor of Ancient Craft Masonry when elected Grand Master of the Grand Lodge, serving for
one year. He was also Grand Representative near the Grand Lodge of North Carolina of both the Grand Lodge of
Vermont and the Grand Lodge of Mississippi. In 1864 a company of Masons dimitted from Hiram Lodge in Raleigh and
organized a lodge which was named in Hill's honor; the first meeting was held on 18 May, and the charter was dated 7
December. A portrait of Hill [2] is on display at the Masonic Temple (former residence of Josephus Daniels [13]) on
Glenwood Avenue in Raleigh.

Before emancipation and the abolition of slavery in 1865, Hill owned and enslaved a number of people. According to the
1850 U.S. Federal Census, he is listed as the enslaver of nine people. On the 1860 census, the last before slavery's
abolition, he is listed as the enslaver of seven people. 
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Hill married first, Adelaide Hill, a daughter of Theophilus Hunter Hill of Wake County [14] and later Rachel Jones of the well-
established Wake County family. Hill's son, Theophilus Hunter (1836–1901), was a Wake County poet. William G. Hill
became a Methodist and "was an exemplary member for twenty years." He was interred in the Raleigh City Cemetery on
New Bern Avenue and East Street near the grave site of his father.
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