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Dean Allan Wilson Hobbs on the cover of the
November 1939 Alumni Review magazine
(University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill). zAllan Wilson Hobbs, educator, was born in Greensboro, the son of Dr.

Lewis Lyndon Hobbs i, president of Guilford College 1, and Mary Mendenhall Hobbs 5. His brother Lewis Lyndon, Jr.,
became a surgeon in Philadelphia, and his brother Richard J. M. sy was appointed dean of the School of Commerce at

The University of North Carolina .

Hobbs was educated in Pennsylvania at Westtown Friends School (1901-2) and Haverford School (1902—4). In 1907 he
was graduated at the head of his class from Guilford College and the following year studied at Haverford College. A
brilliant athlete, he played professional baseball with Montreal and the New York Yankees. Hobbs taught for one year at
Saxapahaw School, N.C. (1908-9) before returning to Guilford as instructor (1909—11) and as assistant professor of
mathematics and dean of students (1913—15). On completion of his doctorate at Johns Hopkins University in 1917, Hobbs
became instructor in mathematics at The University of North Carolina where he was appointed full professor in 1925. He
served as dean of the College of Liberal Arts from July 1930 until his retirement in 1955.

Continuing his interest in sports, Hobbs represented the university in the North Carolina Intercollegiate Athletic
Conference, the Atlantic Coast Conference 11, and the Southern Conference of which he was president in 1942—43. He
was chairman (1928), vice-president (1929), and a member of the executive committee (1930) of the Southeastern
Section of the Mathematical Association. A Quaker 19, Hobbs was a co-founder of the Chapel Hill Friends Meeting. He was
coauthor, with Archibald Henderson (1q and John W. Lasley, of The Theory of Relativity 111 and author of a number of
pamphlets and articles.

On 4 Sept. 1924 Hobbs married Nell Blair of Montevallo, Ala.; they had one son by adoption, William Galen. Hobbs died in
Fort Lauderdale, Fla., and was buried in the family plot in New Garden Friends Meeting. On Saturday, 6 Nov. 1971, he
was honored posthumously by membership in the Guilford College Athletic Hall of Fame.


https://www.ncpedia.org
https://www.ncpedia.org/
https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/hobbs-allan-wilson
http://www.carolinaalumnireview.com/carolinaalumnireview/193911?pg=4#pg1
https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/hobbs-lewis-lyndon
https://www.ncpedia.org/guilford-college
https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/hobbs-mary
https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/hobbs-richard-junius
https://www.ncpedia.org/university-north-carolina-chapel-hi
https://www.ncpedia.org/basketball/acc
https://www.ncpedia.org/quakers
https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/henderson-archibald-0
https://www.worldcat.org/oclc/1168506

Photograph of Allan Wilson Hobbs,
1931. Image from Archive.org. nzReferences:

Chapel Hill News Leader, 21 May 1956.

Durham Morning Herald, 24 Oct. 1960.

Grimsley Taylor Hobbs (personal contact).

Greensboro Daily News, 6 July 1930, 24 Oct. 1960.

Raleigh News and Observer, 21 July 1946, 30 May 1956, 23 Oct. 1960.
Southern Pines The Pilot, 10 Nov. 1971.

Who Was Who in America, vol. 4 (1968).

Additional Resources:

Saunders, J. Maryon. "Dean A. W. Hobbs." The Alumni Review 28, no 2 (November 1939).
http://www.carolinaalumnireview.com/carolinaalumnireview/193911?pg=4#pg4 13

Hobbs, Allan Wilson. "On a problem of projectiles.” Philosophy dissertation, John Hopkins University. 1917.
http://babel.hathitrust.org/cqi/pt?id=wu.89087928354 114(accessed May 14, 2013).

"Dean Allan Wilson Hobbs." The Yackety Yack 41. Chapel Hill [N.C.]: The Publications Union. 1931. 22.
https://archive.org/stream/yacketyyackserial 931 univ#page/n37/mode/2up 12 (accessed May 14, 2013).

Image Credits:

[cover]. The Alumni Review 28, no 2 (November 1939).
http://www.carolinaalumnireview.com/carolinaalumnireview/193911?pg=4#pg1 1z (accessed May 14, 2013).

"Dean Allan Wilson Hobbs." The Yackety Yack 41. Chapel Hill [N.C.]: The Publications Union. 1931. 22.
https://archive.org/stream/yacketyyackseria1931univ#page/n37/mode/2up 112 (accessed May 14, 2013).

Subjects:

Athletes and sports figures 15
Biographies [1g]

Educators 17

Quakers g

Writers, journalists, and editors g
Authors:

Hood. Henry G.. Jr. (20
Origin - location:
Greensboro 1

University of North Carolina at Chapel Hilliz2
From:

Dictionary of North Carolina Biography, University of North Carolina Press.iz3
1 January 1988 | Hood, Henry G., Jr.



https://archive.org/stream/yacketyyackseria1931univ#page/n37/mode/2up
http://www.carolinaalumnireview.com/carolinaalumnireview/193911?pg=4#pg4
http://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=wu.89087928354
https://archive.org/stream/yacketyyackseria1931univ#page/n37/mode/2up
http://www.carolinaalumnireview.com/carolinaalumnireview/193911?pg=4#pg1
https://archive.org/stream/yacketyyackseria1931univ#page/n37/mode/2up
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/athletes-sports-figures
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/biography-term
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/educators
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/quakers
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/writer
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/authors/hood-henry-g-jr-0
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmon-21
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmon-33
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/dictionary-no

Source URL:https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/hobbs-allan-wilson

Links

[1] https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/hobbs-allan-wilson [2] http://www.carolinaalumnireview.com/carolinaalumnireview/193911?pg=4#pg1 [3]
https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/hobbs-lewis-lyndon [4] https://www.ncpedia.org/quilford-college [5] https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/hobbs-mary
6] https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/hobbs-richard-junius [7] https:/www.ncpedia.org/university-north-carolina-chapel-hi [8]
https://www.ncpedia.org/basketball/acc [9] https://www.ncpedia.org/quakers [10] https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/henderson-archibald-0 [11]
https://www.worldcat.org/oclc/1168506 [12] https://archive.org/stream/yacketyyackseria1931univ#page/n37/mode/2up [13]
http://www.carolinaalumnireview.com/carolinaalumnireview/193911?pg=4#pg4 [14] http://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=wu.89087928354 [15]
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/athletes-sports-figures [16] https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/biography-term [17]

https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/educators [18] https:/www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/quakers [19]
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/writer [20] https:/www.ncpedia.org/category/authors/hood-henry-g-jr-0 [21]

https://www.ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmon-21 [22] https://www.ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmon-33 [23]
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/dictionary-no



https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/hobbs-allan-wilson
https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/hobbs-allan-wilson
https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/hobbs-lewis-lyndon
https://www.ncpedia.org/guilford-college
https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/hobbs-mary
https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/hobbs-richard-junius
https://www.ncpedia.org/university-north-carolina-chapel-hi
https://www.ncpedia.org/basketball/acc
https://www.ncpedia.org/quakers
https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/henderson-archibald-0
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/athletes-sports-figures
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/biography-term
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/educators
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/quakers
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/writer
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/authors/hood-henry-g-jr-0
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmon-21
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmon-33
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/dictionary-no

	Hobbs, Allan Wilson [1]
	Hobbs, Allan Wilson
	12 July. 1885–19 Oct. 1960


